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FROM THE HEAD OF THE HOLLER
Bob Weinheimer MMR; Superintendent

Those of you who did not attend the August meeting sure missed a
top notch clinic by Coal Division member Paul Lapointe. Paul showed us
how he built the walls of his train room from steel studs. Not stopping
there, he built nearly all the benchwork from steel studs as well. The one
exception was a set of long engineered beams built from steel studs and
lumber. To top that off, he showed us how he built backdrops from hollow
core doors. That may sound simple at first but he showed how to deal
with some of the issues those doors provide when it is necessary to
shorten them or bore through them. We hope that Paul can present the
clinic at the 2011 MCR contention. If so, you must make a point of at-
tending.

That brings us to the September meeting. As has become something
of a Coal Di vision
Port smout h, Ohi o. As this is at
have also invited members from nearby divisions to join us. Given the
distance most of us have to travel to attend, we try to make this an all
afternoon event worth the travel time. While Mark says trains will be run-
ning fairly early, we suggest you figure on arriving at or after 11:30 AM.
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forget, the division takes 10% of the sale from the seller. If we all bring
enough to sell, we might cover the cost of the refreshments and lunch.

The Mid Central Region Board of Directors meets October 24 in Co-
lumbus. This meeting is open to all members and you are more than wel-
come to attend. These meetings give us all the opportunity to chat with
superintendents and visitors from divisions around the region; you will get
the opportunity to hear reports from all committee managers as well as all
superintendents. Please let me know if you wish to attend.

Finally, it is a pleasure to let you know that Lin Young, immediate past
Coal Division Superintendent, has announced his candidacy for the posi-
tion of Central District Director on the NMRA Board of Directors. If
elected, Lin would represent Coal Division members residing in Ohio and
Kentucky as well as several other states (not including West Virginia) and
all of Canada. | trust you will give Lin and the other candidates the bene-
fit of your interest in the NMRA on a national level and vote for the one
you feel will do the best job of moving the NMRA forward. By the way,
members in West Virginia are in a different district represented by John
Roberts, MMR, a former NMRA and MCR President.



NEXT COAL DIVISION MEETING
SEPTEMBER 11, 2010
MARK MAYNARDOGS HOME
42 BROUSES RUN ROAD, WEST PORTSMOUTH, OHIO
DOORS OPEN AT 11:30 AM
LUNCH SERVED AROUND NOON
BUSINESS MEETING 2 PM

Come join us in Portsmouth for what is in effect our annual picnic. Activities include:

Barbecue lunch with lots of cold soft drinks
Mar kés great | ayout wupstairs in the
Flea market: bring your unwanted items to see, the Coal Division takes 10%
Clinic: Dick Briggs MMR, MCR President, will present a clinic on scenery
Contest: Photos, bring your best for our popular vote contest
Business Meeting: the wusual ,
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Mar k 6 s | ajreelanced layut set on the modern diesel era; this layout features
plenty of switching and train movements.
barn with a cantilevered 46 x 206 staging
folk Southern, and Conrail locomotives predominate but other roads are present. Control is
NCE DCC, the turnout control system is innovative. Scenery is 10% complete while layout
is 90% operational.
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Directions: If you are coming from anywhere but the greater Lexington area, find your
way to Portsmouth and leave town headed west on US 52. Look for Brouses Run Road
about one half mile after the road narrows from four lanes to two lanes. If you are coming
from the Lexington area, take US 68 North all the way to Ohio then go east on US 52 ap-
proximately 50 or so miles until you pass the junction of US 52 and Ohio 125 (this is just a
marker). Proceeding east on US 52 about another 3 miles and you will enter a 45 mph
zone. Start looking for a left turn onto Brouses Run Road. For all, turn onto Brouses Run
Road (right from the east, |l eft from the
then turn right into the barn lot in about another 150 feet. The model railroad in upstairs
in the barn, the meeting will be out behind the barn under the canopies.

west), pass t

UPCOMING MEETINGS

October 9 will take us back to West Virginia
Hobbies and Crafts. Instead of a clinic, Dan Ken-
nedy has graciously agreed to open his layout for
our inspection. You ma
ning model of a continuous caster at the Coalfield
Express. Dan also presented a wonderful clinic in
June telling us about his layout building adven-
tures and his friendship with Dean Freytag. In
July Dan presented this clinic at the NMRA con-
vention to a crowd of about 50. Our model con-
test in October will be Open Loads.

November 13 will see back us in Bluefield,
WYV at the train show sponsored by the Pocahon-

tas Chapter of the National Railway Historical So-
ciety. Our contest will be non revenue equip-
ment. Right now we do not have a clinician iden-

y rtiéied aut therebsahatig trazn wheow alit there to -
keep your attention.

December 11 will find us back at West Vir-
ginia Hobbies and Crafts. The contest will be
Model er 6s Choice S0
just does not fit any other month. We are look-
ing for a clinician so
will give you the opportunity to do any last min-
ute hobby shopping.
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ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM
Bob Weinheimer MMR

To me, the best part of the Achievement Pro-
gram is recognizing the accomplishments of our
members. With that in mind, | have just re-
ceived word that three members have had their
recently submitted Statements of Qualifications
approved:

fIRon Blessing: Scenery

flPaul Lapointe  Electrical

It will be a couple of months until the certifi-
cates arrive but in the meantime | trust you will
join me in congratulating these three members.

Below is a table showing what certificates the
various members have earned. |If you see an

fDave Stout: Scenery error, please let me know so it can be corrected.
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Ron Blessing ' X
Gary Burdette X X X | X X X
Jerry Doyle X X X X [ X
Dan Gross X
Ed Keith, MMR X | X X X X X | X 201
Paul Lapointe X
Kelley Massie X X
Mark Maynard X
Greg McCartney X X
Russ Miller X
Dan Mulhearn X X
David and Nathan Robinettte X
Dwight Sherman X
Dave Stout X
Charlie Venable X
Bob Weinheimer X X X X | X | X X | X 402
Lin Young X X X | X X | X




FROM THE OFFICE DOWN THE HALL

Gary Burdette; Assistant Superintendent

In the June issue of the newsletter, as guest
columnist, | discussed the goal of the NMRA to
promote the Achievement Program as a way of
getting greater participation in the hobby by our
members and more enjoyment of the hobby for
our members. | noted that the Golden Spike
Award may be the very avenue if one might
take he/she is hesitant about embarking on the
path toward an AP certificate for it could serve
to help one get started on a less formidable
format, thus, gaining confidence in the process.

As stated on t he NMRA.
Golden Spike is the easiest, and for many peo-
ple, the first AP award they earn. It is designed

to demonstrate familiarity with different areas

of the hobby, rather than expertise in a particu-

Il ar area. o Bob covered
guirements in the July
look at why we may want to pursue it.

| love to build models and assume you do,
too! Now, that may be kit built, kit bashed, or
scratch built efforts in any combination. There
are, also, already built  -up structures and ready
-to-run motive power and rolling stock avail-
able. All these items may be used as you de-
sign, build, and operate your pike. The AP en-
courages us to do more than just plop down
some ready -made items on a board. However,
that may very well be a great starting point to
familiarize yourself with building and operating
a completed portion of a model railroad. The
individual AP qualifications call for a fair
amount to a considerable volume of detail.
Completion of these certificates is a lofty goal

(One, | feel, which is worth attempting.) How-
ever, the Golden Spike, though similar in direc-
tion, is much less complex, very basic, and
quite manageable. It is a great place to start
for you may already have many of the require-
ments met, and it can give you a sense of ac-
complishment serving as a springboard to ex-
ploration of the various areas of the program.

Choosing to attempt to complete the require-
ments for this award can provide a focus for you
0 r gs yowradded. i Ittcan:be fufi td furap from thing
to thing on occasion, but it is usually best to de-
velop and follow a plan so you may see progress
toward building an operating layout. This level
of modeling offers the direction you may need to
a Ifidish a prgjeet dnt assimpld, obtaihable maaner

n e w allbveng yoa to study shneetoféthe mareackreplexa

areas of the procedure through a fairly easy and
achievable format. These components are the
foundation of model railroading and address fac-
ets of the larger, over  -all program. By getting
started in the process, you begin to lay the
groundwork for more complicated projects in the
future.

So, what do you think? Is it worth considering
and participating? Why not check out the quali-
fications and look over the application form. See
what you have and where you stand. Let us
know, and wedl | come
work. This could be the beginning of so much
more enjoyment and satisfaction in our hobby.
Your modeling skills should improve. Who
knows where this all could lead?
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Memories of Ray Orzechowski 05
Lehigh & Susquehanna, Cherry Hill, NJ
Dan Mulhearn
to load on the car float. The engine assigned was
The above shots were copied from slides | an Athearn SW7 with a set of Ernst gears in-

took in 1984 at Ray Or z e wc htaledkoigiest srhootmaperation at a real
Cherry Hill, NJ. Ray6s r ai trawb lasspentwany a hagpyregtt working the
Lehigh & Susquehanna and he was in to ifl oato at Rayds and recently disc
foperatingo back at what c slidekidatbmewitl sarhel loeamotivehparts.
dawn of the age of running our model railroads
like real railroads . Ray was using a Commodore | got to know Ray through a friend who had a
64 computer with a pin printer, that sounded like job move from Long Island to southern New Jer -
the teletype machine at the police station, to sey. The ride fidowno involfved t he
create switchlists. The layout had four throttles Expressway, passing through or around Manhat-
and the dispatcher could control which throttle tan and a good length of the New Jersey Turnpike
had control of which block. Operators could look and could take anywhere from two and one half
up at a large schematic of the main line and de- to five hours. But, | have some great memories
termine which blocks they had control of by the of visits to the L&S. Shortly after these pictures
color of the light in the block. For instance, if you were taken Ray tore out the layout in order to
were on red throttle and you saw a block with a build a new, more operations oriented layout.
red light on the schematic; you knew you had Unfortunately a marital conflict resulted in a di-
that block. Meanwhile, these photos are of the vorce and the new layout was never completed. |
float dock and yard at i Po keptindooch with Ray foi sevaral yeare by
main line passing overhead. There was a car Christmas card; but eventually my cards came
float on a rolling tabl e whacka$sundebverabie\Se, thelL&a did nothaye a
float yard with cars to be off loaded. Passing happy ending; but it provided me with some fond
trains would also |leave camanofesr t he Afloat crewod
Mor e on Operationsé. been received by the G&G! The upstart real life

shortline Pennsylvania & Southern should be re-

It has happened again! Bob Weinheimer re- warding Bob for.the business he is ga@ning for

cently got an email requesting information on them. These shippers must be really impressed
shipping a single corn car from CSXT at Culbert- when they go on what they think is a real
son to the Letterkenny Industrial Park in south shortlineds website and see those
central Pennsylvania. The request came from a GP38-2s lined up and ready to deliver their ship-
company we choose not to embarrass. Bob ments!
wanted to know how many rate requests have




