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The month of May saw a couple of milestones in the history of 

the Coal Division.  Our first regional convention, the Coalfield 
Express, was a resounding success.  As the convention manager, 
I want to thank each and every division member for his help in 

this success.  The committee chairs did a great job of organizing 
their activities.  The membership as a group provided nearly all 
the staffing required to make these activities function.  Based on 
my observations, every member who agreed to work a shift kept 

his word and did the job.  Coal Division members were also well 
recognized for their efforts at the banquet.  Gary Burdette, An-
thony Parrish, Larry Richards, and new member Dan Kennedy all 
received awards for their contest models.  Garyôs coke car was 

judged as the Best of Show in the entire model contest.  That is 

a remarkable achievement.   Check the convention coverage in 
this issue for more on Coal Division contest winners and other 

details on that great weekend.  
 
The other milestone in our history was the change in leadership.  
In 2004 Lin Young was appointed superintendent by then Mid 

Central Region President Howard Smith.  Lin took on the chal-
lenge to get our division going again.  In last monthôs issue we 
saw a list of the divisionôs accomplishments.  These accomplish-

ments are due in large part to the inspirational leadership pro-
vided by Lin.  Lin was formally elected superintendent in 2006 
then reelected in 2008.  Our regulations say that the superinten-
dent cannot serve more than two consecutive elected terms so 

Lin has stepped aside.  The MCRôs Cincinnati Division presents 
the Russ Wenderfer Award at the convention banquet each year 
to the member who does the most at the division level in service 
to the NMRA.  Lin was the recipient of this yearôs Wenderfer 

Award for his leadership for the past six years.  Lin will be a 
tough act to follow but I am honored that you have chosen me 
to follow him as superintendent.  Gary Burdette is now the assis-

tant superintendent.  I believe Gary and I will work well together 
to lead us in the future.  
 
So, what comes next?  Letôs catch our collective breath and 

study that question over the next few months.  I have some 
ideas about meetings that I will discuss in a future issue of the 

newsletter and at our meetings.  I also welcome your ideas for 

the future.  In the meantime, thank you for all you did to make 
our convention a success.  
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Hello.  Greetings from Point Pleasant, West 
Virginia.  Iôll open my first column with the 

statement of my philosophy: ñIôve never 
met a train I didnôt like!ò  This adaptation of 
Will Rogerôs famous line came as a result of 
a discussion several of us had concerning 

the merits of one scale over another.  While 
I have a favorite scale and railroad, I am 
easily led down the trail to other things.  At 

our recent convention Keith Devault had me 

interested in the M&K, while Jack Brown 
tempted me with the Western Maryland, and 
John Roberts put the icing on the cake with 

his talk of the port facilities of the C&O (my 
favorite line) at Newport News, Virginia in O 
scale ( a scale I could easily embrace).  I 
could model them all.  After several doses of 

the Kanawha Valley N -Scale Clubôs layouts I 
was really in a mental fix. I could model N 
scale, too!  The bottom line for me must be, 

while I canôt model them all, I can certainly 
enjoy them all.  That is the message I send 

to you.  Enjoy our hobby and the friendship 
of one another.  

 
At this point I would like to thank both Lin 
Young and Bob Weinheimer for the excellent 
job they have done as Division 9 Superin-

tendent and Assistant Superintendent re-
spectively.  They have worked (along with 
many of you) to revitalize our group and lay 

the groundwork for the enjoyment of our 
hobby and comradeship that I have men-
tioned above.  We have a great group of 
guys who get along well.  I know Bob will 

address that as he discusses the Coalfield 
Express and what a success it was from 
many different aspects.  From my point of 

view it was the result of Linôs and Bobôs 
leadership and the commitment we all made 
to see that we greeted our guests with the 
best show possible.  Again, we enjoy our 

hobby and the friendship of one another.  
 
As the newly elected Assistant Superinten-
dent, I hope to continue all the things that 

have led up to where we are at this point.  

My goal is to promote participation in the 
NMRA and Division 9 through what they 

called value -added activities at a recent or-
ganizational meeting.  I did not seek to run 
for office but was nominated.  I know some-
one has to be the one who helps organize 

the association so that there is direction.  I 
accepted the nomination and thank you for 
your votes of confidence.  I will work with 

Bob (We have discussed some things, al-

ready) to develop ways of enhancing our 
meetings and activities.  I will lean on you 
for support, and I will continue some of the 

things I have been doing such as the 
monthly Mini -clinics display and an occa-
sional Up the Holler model column to share 
some of the information and ideas I have 

gathered in over 40 years of modeling.  I 
will continue to enter the model contest to 
bring a little friendly competition and teasing 

of one another to the meetings as part of 
this activity.  I hope we will build upon this 

natural teamwork we have established be-
cause we all enjoy our hobby and the friend-

ship of one another.  
 
So, keep bringing in your photos and other 
memorabilia as Dennis McGeeney has done 

on a couple of occasions or showing your 
models in progress like Greg McCartney and 
Bob Johnson did when we automatically en-

tered them in the contest and they won.  
Keep coming up with ideas like Shelbyôs list 
of modelerôs helpers and continue to donate 
items for the raffle as many of you have 

done already .  I donôt mean to leave any-
one out for I know you have all participated 
in some way for the pleasure and benefit of 

the group.  These were a couple examples 
that popped into my head as I wanted to 
make my point: continue to participate by 
sharing your ideas, your experiences and 

yourselves.  You are a special group of indi-
viduals.  In Division 9 we have and will con-
tinue to enjoy our hobby and the friendship 
of one another.  

From the Office Down The Hall  
Assistant Superintendent  Gary J. Burdette  
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Convention Highlights  
Convention Manager Bob Weinheimer  

Well, we did it!  The Coalfield Express was 
quite a hit with the attendees.  I believe we 

put ourselves on the map and have earned 
quite a bit of respect from the rest of the 
region.  I want to thank all the committee 

managers as well as all the individual mem-
bers of the Coal Division who worked very 

hard to make this all happen.  We have put 
together a series of photos and sidebars that 
give just a hint of how things went.  

What they are sayingé. 

 
This is just a selection from the many com-
ments that have arrived in emails from the 

convention attendees.   
 
Please share my congratulations and 
thanks, on behalf of the Mid Central Region 

for a job well done.   The convention was 
well done and everyone  I talked with had a 
wonderful time.   This will be a bench mark 

that conventions will be compared to for a 
long time.   It truly shows that the planning 
was done extremely well   and executed 

flawlessly.  Dick Briggs, MCR President  

 
Walker was better than I thought it would 
be.   Thanks to Lin they gave us some TLC. 

The coal mine was also different.   They 
were friendly and let us see everything.    
 
Banquet was good, speaker was among the 

best I've heard at a banquet.    
 
You and your crew should be quite proud 
and have hopefully inspired others to step 

up and host a future meeting.  

 
Division 9 put on a GREAT convention, as it 

is my first convention, it will be the meas-
urement I use to judge future conven-
tions.   You folks did an outstanding job.  
 

Many thanks for a wonderful conven-
tion.   We really enjoyed ourselves.  
 

I want to thank you for putting on an excel-
lent convention, opening your layout to 
strange visitors, and for inviting me to give 
a clinic.    

Mid Central Region Vice President Merlyn 
Jarman presents Lin Young with the Wender-

fer Award.  This award is presented by the 
Cincinnati Division for service at the division 
level.  This yearôs award was made to Lin 
Young in recognition of Linôs service to the 

Coal Division.  Beverly Young looks on.  
Photo by Jerry Doyle.  

NMRA President Mike Brestel presents Gary 
Burdette with the Best of Show plaque for a 

judged contest model.  Dan Mulhearn and 

Lin Young look on.  Photo by Donald Wilke.  
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Judged Contest Results  
 
Once again, Coal Division members took 
home over half the judged contest awards.  
This year it was 13 of 24 not including 

Gary Burdetteôs Best of Show award. 
 
Best of Show:  Gary Burdette  
 

Diesel Locomotives:  First, Second, and 
Third Places went to Anthony Parrish  
 

Non Revenue Cars:  Gary Burdette  
 
Cabooses:  First and Second Place to An-
thony Parrish  

 
Passenger Cars:  Gary Burdette  
 

Traction:  Gary Burdette  
 
On Line Structures:  Second Place to Larry 
Richards and Third Place to Gary Burdette  

 
On Line Display:  First Place to Dan Ken-

nedy and Third Place to Larry Richards  
 

Off Line Display:  Larry Richards  

Popular Vote Results  
 
The popular vote results were fairly close to 
the judged results but there were a few dif-
ferences.  

 
Favorite Model:  Dan Kennedy  
 
Favorite Diesel:  First Place to Gary Burdette 

and Third Place to Anthony Parrish  
 
Favorite Traction:  Gary Burdette  

 
Favorite Freight Car:  Gary Burdette  Note:  
this was the coke car that won Best of Show 
in the Judged Contest  

 
Favorite Caboose:  First and Second Places 
to Anthony Parrish  

 
Favorite Non Revenue:  Second Place to 
Gary Burdette  
 

Favorite On Line Structure:  Second Place to 
Larry Richards  

 
Favorite On Display:  Second Place to Dan 

Kennedy  
 
Favorite Off Line Display:  Second Place to 

Larry Richards, Third Place to Ken Day  

Dan Kennedy accepts the Favorite Model 
award from Lin Young and Dan Mulhearn.  

Photo by Donald Wilke  

As much as we wanted to in-
clude lots of convention material 

this month,  we feel 12 pages is 

enough newsletter for now.  
Look for photos of prize winning 
models from Coal Division mem-

bers in following issues of Up 
The Holler.  


