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Comments from the Head of The Holler 

Lin Young, Superintendent 
 

I got caught short this month getting my notes to our new editor. We have 

changed the format for the UP THE HOLLER as you noticed last month. 

Instead of a quarterly  news letter, or should I say magazine produced by 

Greg McCartney; you will get a monthly news letter by Dan Mulhearn. 

Those who have an email address will get the news letter electronically 

while those without will get a paper version via USPS. We thank Greg for 

the years he gave us as our editor. We welcome Dan who stepped into a 

big job as our editor. Dan is changing the format to a four page monthly 

issue rather than a quarterly production.  

     I am missing the February meeting but will see you in March. As you 

already know our clinics until May will be rehearsals of convention pres-

entations.  I heard the January meeting  went well in spite of the multime-

dia technical failure. That is the reason we are practicing our presentations. 

     Our May convention registration continues at a record pace. The tours 

are about 25% and the operating sessions are already full. We are confi-

dent the tours will fill up, so if you want to go on one or more of them, we 

suggest you sign up soon. We donôt have many Division 9 registrations as 

this is written so get your check book out and send in your registration to 

Bob Weinheimer. Remember we want to provide the ñBenchmarkò con-

vention for the Mid Central Region.  

     Go to our web site for the contest and clinic information. Bob Wein-

heimer keeps it up to date regularly with anything you need to know about 

our Division.  

     Keep up the good work and I will see you at our March meeting. 

Coal Division Elections 2010 

Bill Wadsworth, Nominating Committee Chairman 
 

     The ballots for the 2010 election of Officers were recently mailed and 

you should have received yours by the time you read this. There is a mis-

take in the return date noted on the ballot.  According to the Division 9 

constitution all ballots must be returned by the March meeting; which this 

year is March 13, 2010.  To accommodate this need, all ballots returned by 

mail must arrive on or before March 12th.  I can also accept hand deliv-

ered ballots prior to the start of the March 13th meeting.  That still allows 

more than the 30 days specified; so this should not be a problem.  Thank 

you for your understanding. 
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     The Convention has taken up nearly all of my 

NMRA time in recent months, so I will describe itôs 

progress as part of the assistant superintendents report.  

     The KINGPIN went out in early January and registra-

tion activity really picked up. As of January 29th we 

have 72 primary registrants with 24 family members. 

The tours are filling up nicely with 15 to 20 tickets sold 

to each. The banquet is selling very well with about 50 

takers so far. Our original plan was to have ten tables of 

ten plus a twelve seat head table. If we sell these spots 

early we can get additional tables. The trick is to not 

commit to the additional seats too early in case they do 

not sell. Alas, all the operating sessions are sold out. 

John Harris is working to determine if he can open his 

layout again on the Friday evening to host some of the 

overflow. Lin and I can not as we are required to be at 

the MCR Board of Directors Meeting Friday evening.  

     We just sent out 97 letters to manufacturers, distribu-

tors and sellers of model railroad merchandise request-

ing items for the raffle. We will also accept donated 

items from members. Look for a couple of Pennsylvania 

Southern hopper cars to show up in the raffle.  

     We have just about completed the definition of staff-

ing requirements for the Convention. These will be 

posted on a staffing page on the web site along with 

contact information for the various chairmen. If you see 

an activity that sounds interesting to you, get in touch to 

offer your services. If we donôt get volunteers we will 

start calling and asking. This is your chance to pick your 

job.  

     We plan to use our April 10 membership meeting as 

a practice session for all convention processes.  Please 

do your best to attend if you have a role to play at the 

convention. 

     Finally, if you plan to stay at the convention hotel, I 

strongly suggest making a reservation sooner rather than 

later. The hotel is filling up quite fast, faster than nor-

mally expected for a function of this sort. You do not 

have to pay in advance. You can cancel before the after-

noon of your scheduled arrival. No reservations can be 

made after April 20. There is another activity at the Ho-

tel  the same weekend and we can get no more rooms 

than the current number committed by the Hotel.  

     If you have questions about the Convention, please 

email me at rmweinheimer@ntelos.net or call me at 304 

343 1428. 

Assistant Superintendentôs Report 

Bob Weinheimer; Assistant Superintendent 

VOTE EARLYL  

(BUT NOT OFTEN) 

ELECTION BALLOTS DUE  

MARCH 12 BY MAIL  

MARCH 13 IN PERSON 

Page 1 photo is of the mine on the Pie Holler branch of 

Dan Georgeôs now dismantled G&PC. Fortunately your 

editor was able to acquire these buildings from the buyer 

of Danôs layout and they will reappear on the George 

Creek Branch of the Clinch Valley Sub on my abuilding 

N&W layout. 


