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MEETING NOTICE  

The next Division meeting 

will be on Saturday  5/8/10 

at WV Hobby & Crafts. 

Social hour and judging at 

1PM Meeting at 2PM. 

Notes From The Head Of The Holler 

Superintendent Lin Young 

 
It is with mixed emotion I write this, my final report as your Superintendent.  

ñWhat a Rideñwe have had over the last four years.  It seems like yesterday that 

the Mid Central Region President, Howard Smith called to ask about resurrecting 

our Division 9.  What a revitalization you have done!!!!!!!!  Below Iôm going 

attempt to summarize some of your accomplishments: 
 

¶ We began meeting bimonthly at WV Hobby and Crafts in Teays Valley 
 
¶ Monthly meetings were begun within a few months because bimonth-

lies werenôt enough for you.  Unquestionably that was the best decision 

you have made. 
 
¶ Adopted Division 2 (Pittsburgh) bylaws. 
 
¶ Monthly Modeling Contest (The best part is the entrant tells how it was 

built).  You have shown some outstanding contest level models in every 

category.  Your talent wows me. 
 
¶ The Achievement Program has highest level of activity of any Division 

in the Mid Central Region and possibly all NMRA.  Just look in Scale 

Rails and you will see a Division 9 member who is receiving an 

Achievement Award certificate listed nearly every month.  We have 

one new Master Model Railroader, another member who is very close 

on his seventh certificate and several with five of the seven certificates 

required. 
 
¶ Monthly clinics with outstanding presentations 
 
¶ Guest meetings with Divisions 3, 6, 7 and others in Portsmouth 
 
¶ Claimed 14 of 27 Model Awards at the 2009 Mid Central Region Con-

vention 
 
¶ Host the 2010 Mid Central Region Convention   

These are very ambitious accomplishments have been completed in such a short 

time.  Thank you for the opportunity to be your Superintendent. 
 
We will finalize the Convention preparation at the meeting next week.  Our prac-

tice session at the Convention Hotel during the April meeting went very well even 

with a small glitch in the registration process.  The Banquet reservations are now 

over 130, making it the largest in recent years.    The tours are not yet full, so get 

a ticket while they last.  Gary Burdette, the Clinic Manager has world class ses-

sions planned, donôt miss them.  You will want to buy a Raffle Ticket, since we 

have some very nice models donated by manufacturers and hobby shops.  
 
See you for the May 8 membership meeting at WV Hobby and Craft. 
 
Again, thank you for the honor and privilege to be your Superintendent.  
 
Lin 



     Well, the COALFIELD EXPRESS is about to arrive. 

As this goes to press April 27 we have 138 primary reg-

istrations, with a total of 188 when family members are 

included. The big surprise is that we have sold 131 ban-

quet tickets. Each tour has sold about thirty tickets. At 

this time it appears the Convention will be profitable 

although the size of that profit will not be known until 

after the event. 

 

     Our April meeting was at the Embassy Suites; the 

site of the convention. Those in attendance got the 

chance to see the hotel and learn their way around. We 

conducted our contest following the model sign in and 

sign out rules that will be used during the convention. 

We held a raffle that raised the $65.00 cost of the meet-

ing room. We thank Dennis McGeeney for donating 

some unneeded items for that event. Finally, we did a 

mock registration. We did find a minor computer bug 

that has since been squashed.  

 

     Staffing is coming along well although we still have 

a few slots to fill. I will be contacting members and 

friends to complete the staffing process. The raffle is up 

to 80 items including a large donation from Athearn. 

Athearn sent a locomotive and six cars, all with road 

names from this part of the Country. It looks like some-

body put a bit of effort into the selection of the items. 

We thank Athearn and all the other donors for their gen-

erosity. 

 

     We still have one big thing to do; stuff the registra-

tion envelope packages. By the time you read this we 

should have everything from the Charleston Visitor and 

Convention Bureau. The Convention timetable should 

be completed. I have set May 1 as the target date for 

stuffing the envelopes. On May 3 Lin and I will meet 

with the hotel staff to review all Convention details.  

 

     I noted above the banquet ticket sale number. That 

number is well above the number of tickets sold to ban-

quets in recent years. It is quite a bit more than we ex-

pected; so the hotel has agreed to fold back the wall 

between ballroom sections. This will give us more space 

at no cost beyond the cost of the meals. That means we 

have no practical limit on the number of banquet tickets 

we can sell. Our contract does say we must give a final 

meal count to the hotel on May 7. This means the pay-

ment for any banquet ticket must be received by May 6. 

That does not mean postmarked, it means delivered. 

Please note that this is before our next membership 

meeting. As a practical matter we will probably over 

order a bit; but there is no guarantee of banquet ticket 

availability after May 6.  

 

On a sad note, former MCR President Jerry Ashley will 

not be able to attend the convention.  Both Jerry and his 

wife Beth are facing serious health issues making it im-

possible to join us.  Recall that it was Jerry, upon his 

election as MCR President, who challenged us to host 

the 2010 convention.  We owe Jerry a lot and wish him 

and Beth the best.  We will certainly miss them at the 

convention. 

 

     In closing; I would like to note that this is my last 

Assistant Superintendent column. It has been an honor 

to fill that role for the last four years. Next month I 

guess I get to write from ñThe Head Of The Hollerò as 

the new superintendent. Thank you for putting your 

faith in me. I hope I can meet your expectations.  

From the Office Down The Hall 

Assistant Superintendent  Bob Weinheimer 



     I think we have all been focused on the convention 

and not doing too much modeling. I do know Gary 

Burdette is still plugging away at Prototype Modeler 

and Master Model Railroader. While we may still wish 

to announce him as our newest MMR; we are past the 

date that would allow the presentation of a certificate 

and plaque. I guess we will have the pleasure of doing 

that at one of our upcoming Division meetings.  On an-

other note; I had the pleasure of presenting Dan Mul-

hearn with his Association Volunteer certificate at the 

April meeting. That makes two for Dan with five to go.   

 

Bob 

Achievement Program 


