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FROM THE HEAD OF THE HOLLER  

Bob Osburn, Superintendent 
 

2021 is now in the record book and I think all of us are looking for-
ward to a more normal 2022.  Last year saw many ups and downs with our 
meetings and outings.  The good news is we were able to have several in-
person meetings:  a visit to Mark Maynardõs, our picnic on the platform, and 
the Christmas Luncheon.  The bad news is with a new variant of COVID-
19 there is still some uncertainty going into a new year.  Hopefully the Coal 
Division will be given the chance to have a near normal year of activities. 

What a great way for us to end 2021 with our December Christmas 
Luncheon and the Memorial Challenge.  Diehlõs Restaurant afforded us a 
great December meeting place and featured a large selection of wonderful 
food to choose from.  Their management was happy to see us again after a 
two years absence and hopes we will be able to return in 2022.  

Of course, the main focus of the December meeting was to display our 
5th Annual Gary Burdette Memorial Challenge projects.  I must say, we cer-
tainly have a wonderful group of very talented modelers.  Iõm going to re-
phrase that and say what a wonderful group of artists we have within the 
Division!  So much creativity and thought was portrayed with the trestles 
and dioramas making them true works of art.  As each participant described 
their project it was nice to hear statements like òI have never done this be-
foreó, òI have always wanted to do this kind of sceneó, or òI really enjoyed 
the challengeó.  I am glad this wasnõt a contest and only a challenge for eve-
ry diorama was a winner!!  Thanks to all who attended the luncheon and to 
those who displayed their challenge projects.  Surely Gary is looking down 
on us with a big smile. 

In closing, I want to think everyone for sticking with us during another 
difficult year.  Itõs too early to make any calls on what is in store for us dur-
ing 2022 but hopefully we can continue with our regular in-person meet-
ings, outings, and activities.  Have a Happy New and hope to see you at the 
January 8th meeting.  

DIVISION 9, MID CENTRAL REGION, NMRA                        January 2022 

UP THE HOLLER  UP THE HOLLER  
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DIVISION OFFICERS  
 

Superintendent 
Robert Osburn 

super@coaldivision.org 
 

Assistant Superintendent 
Sam Delauter 

asstsuper@coaldivision.org 
 

Clerkð Jerry Doyle 
304-638-2826 

clerk@coaldivision.org 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
 

Achievement Program Chairmen 
Bob Weinheimer MMR 

304-343-1428 
ap@coaldivision.org 

 
Clinic 

Sam Delauter 
clinic@coaldivision.org 

 
Contest 

Dale Osburn 
contest@coaldivision.org 

 
Education 

Vacant 
 

Election 
Bill Wadsworth 
304-768-3266 

nominating@coaldivision.org 
 

Membership 
John Harris 

membership@coaldivision.org 
 

Raffle 
Tom Harris 

raffle@coaldivision.org 
 

T-Trak 
Sam Delauter 

samdelauter@gmail.com 
304-514-8302 

 
DIVISION STAFF  

 
Editor 

Bob Weinheimer MMR 
editor@coaldivision.org 

 
Webmaster 

Bob Weinheimer MMR 
webmaster@coaldivision.org 

 

TO LIMIT COVID OMICRON 
SPREAD THE USE OF FACE MASKS 

IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED  
 

Saturday January 8, 2022 
1 PM 

Division Membership Meeting 
 
 

¶ Welcome and Call to Order (Acknowledge 
members present) 

¶ Approval of  Minutes from the last meeting 

¶ Treasurers Report 

¶ Superintendents Report 

¶ Assistant Superintendent Report 

¶ Contest:  Modelerõs Choice 

¶ Adjourn Business Meeting 

¶ 5 Minute Break 

¶ Clinic:  Jerry Doyle òCrescent Valley Up-
dateó 

Next Event 

Saturday February 12 

Location to be determined 

Coal Division 
Monthly Railfun 

Event 



 3 

 

JANUARY HYBRID DIVISION MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
Jerry Doyle 

Weõve all been doing our part for COVID-19 isola-
tion measures.  The end, however, is in sight and our Jan-
uary meeting will be in person as well as via Zoom for 
those who cannot attend in person. 

Our January meeting will be held at the St. Albans 
Historical Society (next door to the depot) in person and 
remotely using Zoom.  Zoom is very easy to use.  You can 
use a laptop (provided it has a webcam), tablet, or smart 
phone.  Just use the link provided below. Youõll be 
prompted on how to connect with your particular device.  

You can also join with a voice-only connection by calling 
one of the numbers listed.  

We are planning to conduct a short business meeting 
followed by show-and-tell where you can show everyone 
what youõve been working on.  There will also be a rail-
road related clinic and possibly more. 

Our meeting will be Saturday January 8 at our regular 
time of 1 p.m.  

Please bear with us as we learn our way around 
producing a hybrid meeting. 

 

 

NMRA MCR Division 9  
January 8 Meeting 

 
 

Topic: NMRA MCR Division 9 January Meeting 
 

Time: Jan 8, 2022 12:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85946176478 

 
Meeting ID: 859 4617 6478  

First Time Users 

¶ On a computer:  The FIRST TIME you open a 
Zoom meeting link you will be asked to download a 
small Zoom application file.  Follow all the typical 
steps and allow anything requested by the app as it 
installs. 

¶ On a smart phone or tablet:  BEFORE you open the 
Zoom link, go to the app store and download the 
Zoom Cloud Meetings app from Meet Happy (the 
app publisher). 

 
To join a Zoom meeting: 

¶ See the meeting invitation above 

¶ Open that link 10 minutes prior to the meeting 

¶ Accept any requests for video and/or microphone 

¶ MUTE your microphone 
Other pointers 

¶ Make sure you connection is strong 

¶ If you have a weak connection, disconnect other de-
vices from your home network 

¶ For your first time, donõt wait until the last minute to 
join 

¶ Use the Chat button to view and make comments or 
post questions 

¶ Click the Invite button to send meeting information 
to others 

¶ If everything freezes, click Leave Meeting and rejoin 
using the original invitation 

¶ You do not need to create a Zoom account to partici-
pate in a Zoom meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85946176478
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FROM THE OFFICE DOWN THE HALL  
Sam Delauter, Assistant Superintendent 

In December of 2019, we held our meeting at Diehlõs 
Restaurant.  In 2020, we were not able to hold an in per-
son meeting.  When we started looking at the possibility of 
holding an in person meeting again in December of this 
year, we started talking about once again holding the meet-
ing at Diehlõs.  Both years that we have held our meeting 
at Diehlõs, we have had not only a great time and a great 
meal, we have also had great service from the staff at 
Diehlõs.  I have been the contact both years that we have 
had our meeting at Diehlõs.  They have always been very 
easy to work with and more than willing to give us the 
space that we need for our meetings.  Something that you 
may not know about our December meeting is that they 
had four members of the wait staff call off that day.  Even 

shorthanded, Diehlõs gave us top notch service. 
Also at the December meeting, we had the results of 

the square foot challenge.  I donõt need to go into detail 
about the individual entries as there will be photos of each 
of the entries later in this issue, I will say that we had quite 
the collection of entries.  The creativity and quality of this 
group always amazes me.  We saw everything from a de-
tailed and varied bridge model to vary detailed dioramas.  
Gary would be very proud of what the Square Foot Chal-
lenge has become.  

I hope that everyone had a great holiday and will have 
a happy new year.  Iõll see you at the January meeting and 
as always:  Be kind to yourself and even better to others. 

CLINICS  
Sam Delauter, Clinic Chair 

Looking back at 2021, there were many great clinics. I am 
including a recap of the past yearsõ clinics.  Looking for-
ward to 2022, I am have a couple of months clinics sched-
uled.  I am in need of clinics for 2022.  Please let me know 
of any clinics that you may like to see this year. 

2022 Clinics 

January     Jerry Doyle:  An update on the progress on his 
Crescent Valley 

February   Bob Weinheimer:  Highlights of a trip out west 
this past summer 

2021 Clinics 

January Jerry Doyle:  Layout Tour 

February Jerry Doyle:  C&O Steam 

March Bob Frankrone:  Making a Scene in 15 Easy 
Steps 

April James Knabb:  Modelers of the Future 

May no clinic 

June Robert Osburn:  Installing Interiors in DPM 
Kits 

July Jerry Doyle:  Cabooses 

August  Picnic on the Platform 

September     Run the Crusty 

October Bob Frankrone:  Open Loads 

November Greg McCartney:  JMRI 

December 5th Annual Gary Burdette Memorial Chal-
lenge  

ELECTION TIME  
Bill Wadsworth, Nominations Chair 

It is time to prepare for the 2022 elections.  As discussed in 
the November meeting we need at least one candidate each for 
Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent.  The candidates 
are to be reported at the January meeting at which time nomina-
tions can be made from the floor.  The ballots are then prepared 
and mailed out to the members in early February, and must be 

returned by the March meeting. 

If you know of someone who is willing to serve in one of 
these positions, please contact me, preferably before or at the 
January meeting.  Thank you.  Bill Wadsworth (304-768-3266), 
Nominations Committee  Chair. 

T-TRAK 
Sam Delauter, T-TRAK Chair 

It has been quite some time since there was any activity 
with our T-TRAK group.  Back before the pandemic, we had 
been planning to participate in the KVRA show in St. Albans.  
The show will be making its return this year except that it will be 

held in Charleston at the Civic Center.  I feel that this is a good 
chance to pick up where we left off.  At our January meeting I 
would like to meet with the T-TRAK group to discuss doing this 
show.  
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NMRA MCR DIVISION 9  
THE COAL DIVISION  

Minutes 
 

No minutes this month as there was not a business meeting at the December event.  Minutes from the last 
meeting, November, are in the December newsletter. 

CONTEST 
Dale Osburn, Contest Chair 

 

2022 Monthly Model Contest 

January Modeler's Choice  

February Steam Locomotives  

March Locomotive Other Than Steam  

April Kitbashing/Scratch Built 
(Anything Railroad Related)  

May Anything Steel Related  

June Non Revenue  

July Structures 

August Electronics of a Railroad 

September Photo, Model or Prototype 

October Open Loads 

November Passenger Cars 

December Fifth Annual Gary Burdette Me-
morial Modeling Challenge  

December found us all at Diehl's Restaurant 
for the Division 9 Christmas luncheon. I think we 
all had a good time. As always, Sam Delauter did an 
outstanding job putting this together for the 
group.   

This year, the Gary Burdette Challenge had the 
most participation than any years past. The Divi-
sion had 13 members who entered the challenge 
(see pictures).  Everyone received a Certificate of 
Participation for their modeling efforts. We had a 
few members who could not be with us because of 
some bad weather in the area. We want to encour-
age others that could not be with us to bring their 
models to the January meeting. We will set aside 
time to review each person's bridge. We will have 
your certificate waiting for you!  

A big "thank you" to Herb Parsons for taking 
pictures of the challenge; he always does an excel-
lent job.  

We have already been trying to come up with 
next year's challenge. Here are just a few ide-
as:  Water Tower, Kitbashing an industry and  

3-D printing was also a topic. Here is your 
chance to be a part in the next Challenge by bring-
ing your ideas to the January meeting. We hope to 
have at least three projects to vote on as a group in 
the upcoming months.   

Remember, the January contest will be Model-
er's Choice. This can be anything model railroad 
related so let's think a little out of the box; maybe a 
small manageable part of your layout or some new 
3D printed version of a model or item that would 
help make life easier around the layout room.  

Let's start looking ahead to February; the con-
test will be Steam Locomotives. We really need you 
steam folks to be thinking what you can bring to 
the February contest.  

Lets challenge each other in our monthly con-
tests in 2022!  

 

Challenge photos are on the fol-
lowing pages, zoom in for good 
close looks.  Except where not-
ed, the photos were taken by 
Herb Parsons. 
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Model by John Harris 
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Model and photo by Patrick Miller 
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Model by David Oliverio 
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Model and photo by Tony Puccini 


