DIVISION 9, MID CENTRAL REGION, NMRA February 2021

FROM THE HEAD OF THE HOLLER
IN THIS ISSUE Bob Osburn, Superintendent

For most of us, model railroading is sort of a private affair but I think we all enjoy
sharing our hobby with others. We spend hours alone at home working on our hobby.
Yes, there are some exceptions to this. Some members participate with other groups
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working on club layouts and others enjoy the fellowship achieved during operating ses-
sions. With our group being so small and covering a large geographic area, we lose the
opportunity to jointly build and operate a common model railroad at one location. The
closest we have come to achieving this goal is thru T-TRAK. Not only has T-TRAK
brought members of the Coal Division together, it had also united us with other divisions
within the Mid Central Region and created lasting friendships. It’s been a snowy, damp,
and dreary winter so far and being indoors because of COVID-19 just might be the pet-
fect time to consider a T-TRAK project. Several Coal Division members are working on
T-TRAK modules at this time. If you are interested in building a module, there are T-
TRACKERS willing to help. If you need information, a module kit, or materials to com-
plete a T-TRAK project, we can find what you need, just let us know. Being involved in T
-TRAK is a very economical and rewarding way to showcase your modeling skills. Best of
all, it is a way to become a part of a group with a common goal of creating a Coal Division
modular railroad. Sam Delauter is the Coal Division T-TRAK committee chair and a
great source of information and, I’'m sure he would like to help you get started with T-
TRAK.

It is very apparent thru conversations with our membership we miss the fellowship
and comradery of not being together as a group. We all miss attending railroad shows,
attending in person meetings, and participation in NMRA events. It seems every time I
open my emails another show or event has been canceled—maybe that trend will be re-
versed by summer. Members of the Coal Division have done a fantastic job of keeping us
together during these difficult times. Reaching out to others with phone conversations,
joining in on the virtual meeting, and participation in the Bull Sessions really show the
character of our members. Many of us have already started the vaccination process and
some hope of having in person meetings may be in the future.

For now, I hope all of you are safe and healthy. We will continue the virtual meetings
until it will be safe to do otherwise. The virtual meetings are always interesting and in-
formative. We start with the usual business meeting that include Chair reports, and then
we move on to the contest and a clinic. At some time during the meeting we always have
time to talk about our current projects including modeling tips and railroading in general.
If you can, please join us for the February meeting—it’s always great to see you.
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Superintendent
Robert Osburn
supet(@coaldivision.org

Assistant Superintendent
Sam Delauter
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Cletk— Jerry Doyle
304-638-2826
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Achievement Program Chairmen
Ed Keith MMR
740-867-5264
Bob Weinheimer MMR
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John Harris
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Tom Harris
raffle@coaldivision.otg

T-Trak
Sam Delauter
samdelauter@gmail.com
304-514-8302

DIVISION STAFF

Editor
Bob Weinheimer MMR
editor@coaldivision.otg

Webmaster
Bob Weinheimer MMR
webmaster@coaldivision.org

Upcoming
Coal Division

Monthly Railfun
Events

Saturday February 13
1PM

Virtual Division Membership Meeting

Welcome and Call to Order (Acknowledge mem-
bers present)

Approval of Minutes from December meeting
Treasurers Report

Superintendents Report

Assistant Superintendent Report

Committee Chairs Reports

Bring and Brag: Steam Locomotives

Open Discussion/Questions (One at a time
please)

Adjourn Business Meeting
5 Minute Break
Clinic: Jerry Doyle tells about C&O steam

Next Event
Saturday March 13, 2021

Z.oom




FEBRUARY VIRTUAL DIVISION MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Jerry Doyle

We’ve all been doing our part for COVID-19 isola-  with a voice-only connection by calling one of the num-
tion measures. This means we won’t be meeting in person bers listed.
for several months but there is another way to stay con- We are planning to conduct a short business meeting
nected. followed by show-and-tell where you can show everyone

Our February meeting will be held remotely using what you’ve been working on. There will also be a rail-
Zoom which is very easy to use. You can use a laptop road related clinic and possibly more.
(provided it has a webcam), tablet, or smart phone. Just Our meeting will be Saturday February 13 at our reg-

use the link provided below. You’ll be prompted on how  ular time of 1 p.m.
to connect with your particular device. You can also join

Topic: NMRA MCR Division 9 February Meeting
Time: Feb 13, 2021 12:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/{/94699471695

Meeting ID: 946 9947 1695

Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)

First Time Users Other pointers

e Onacomputer: The FIRST TIME you open a e Make sure you connection is strong
Zoom meeting link you will be asked to downloada e If you have a weak connection, disconnect other de-
small Zoom application file. Follow all the typical vices from your home network
steps and allow anything requested by the app as it e For your first time, don’t wait until the last minute to
installs. join

e On a smart phone or tablet: BEFORE you open the 4
Zoom link, go to the app store and download the
Zoom Cloud Meetings app from Meet Happy (the
app publisher).

Use the Chat button to view and make comments or

post questions

e  Click the Invite button to send meeting information
to others

e If everything freezes, click Leave Meeting and rejoin

To join a Zoom meeting: . SRR
] 5 using the original invitation

e  See the meeting invitation above ..
e You do not need to create a Zoom account to partici-

) : pate in a Zoom meeting
®  Acceptany requests for video and/or microphone Thanks to Paul Downs of MCR Division 8 for these tips.
e  MUTE your microphone

e Open that link 10 minutes prior to the meeting



https://zoom.us/j/94699471695

FROM THE OFFICE DOWN THE HALL
Sam Delauter, Assistant Superintendent

I hope that everyone is off to a good beginning of
2021. I know that the world is still in a bit of a crazy state
but I hope that everyone has been able to find a release in
this great hobby that we are a part of.

Although train shows are still cancelled, Trainworld
had three nights of coverage of a virtual Amherst train
show. Although they called it a train show, it was more of
a manufacturers show. They had manufacturers of all
different scales present and had quite a bit of coverage
from each manufacturer. I was a little disappointed that
there were no manufacturers covering z scale but that’s
another conversation. Although it wasn’t a train show like
we are used to, I did learn of a couple of announcements
that I did not know of. One of particular interest to me is
the Whitcomb US Army 65 Ton Centercab. In recent
years, I've taken more interest in switching locos. I per-
sonally think these center cabs are very interesting and
although I have no experience with Pico, I am excited
about this future release.

During the past month I didn’t get to spend that
much time modeling but I have been doing a good job at

getting at least a little done everyday. Last month in this
column, I proposed modeling at least 15 minutes every-
day. Like I said last month, if you do15 minutes of mod-
eling everyday then you will have made progress and ac-
complish something everyday. I have been making pro-
gress on several projects but have been concentrating on
super detailing an Athearn Mikado to be a representation
of Nickel Plate Road 587. After accumulating a decent
sized stash of parts, I have taken to super detailing this
loco. 1 have been whittling away at this loco and learning
a lot in the process. As of writing this article, I am very
close to the paint stage. I am now looking ahead to the
next set of projects. Aside of my goal of keeping a log of
what I have done daily, I also would like to try to finish as
many projects that I have stalled on. I mentioned that last
month but am starting to dig through my past projects to
try make a plan of attack to finish these projects.

With that said, I'm curious if anyone else is using my
method of modeling for 15 minutes everyday. I’d love to
hear of your progress. And, as always, be kind to yourself
and be better to others.

CLINICS
Sam Delauter, Clinic Chair

At the January meeting, Jerry Doyle gave the clinic.
He gave a layout tour and spoke of the functionality of
parts of his layout his plans as he progresses with con-
struction. Although the clinic was to be on C&O steam

locos, as always his presentation was very well done. To
all the C&O fans: don’t despair. Jerry is scheduled for the
February clinic to speak on C&O steam.

MY WORD
Bob Weinheimer, Editor

As I write this on February 1 the NMRA’s election
season has opened. I received my email with a link to the
electronic ballot overnight and have voted already. It’s
pretty easy and I urge you to read the candidate statements
then make your selection. If you did not receive such a
note, it means your email address is not on file with the
NMRA or, possibly, it went to a spam filter. Members
without an email address on file will receive a paper ballot.
We all get to vote for President, Vice President, At Large
North American Director, and a change to the by-laws
that guide us. Those Coal Division members residing in
West Virginia will also vote for an Eastern District Direc-
tor. Those residing in Ohio and Kentucky had your
chance last year with the Central District Director elec-
tion.

Jerry Doyle has written an interesting article about
Matchbox vehicles. The variety is incredible, I just wish
there were some appropriate to my era (and Jerry’s) of the
late 1970s into the eatly 1980s.

Normally we don’t see items for sale in Up The Hol-
ler but something for free is different. Woody Mitchell
has some stuff that needs a new home and the price is
right: $0, check them out on page 9. If you are interested,
send me a note at editor@coaldivision.org and I will put
you in touch with Woody.

Did you hear the big news from the modeling world?
Scale Trains dot com has purchased the tooling for HO
and S scale models from MTH. Their plans are to put
their motors and ESU decoders in any new product in-
cluding some that are in the works now. From what I
heard, this could be the best of both wotlds. The sale
includes diesel locomotives and freight cars as well as
steam locomotives and passenger cars.

Setvice for existing MTH products will stay with the
new owners of the rest of the line. It sounds like Scale
Trains got all the good with little if any of the not so great
parts of MTH.
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NMRA MCR DIVISION 9
THE COAL DIVISION
Virtual Meeting
Using Zoom
January 9, 2021
Minutes

Members introduced themselves and caught up each other
and the various railroad projects and technology topics.

Meeting called to order by Superintendent Bob Osburn at
1:05 p.m.

Division Clerk Report
December minutes approved
Treasury Balance is $8,445.35.
Company Store $0.

Raffle $0.Pike Ads $0.

Superintendent Report
Robert Osburn welcomed everyone to our online
meeting and thanked everyone for their participation
today. He reported that other divisions are hoping to
be meeting in person again by summer. He also dis-
cussed some of the criteria they were considering for
in-person meetings. Robert reported we currently
have 43 active members in Division 9. He expressed
concern over the recent drop in membership. Hope-
fully we can encourage more participation once we
begin in-person meetings. Robert brought up the idea
of automatic renewals like many other organizations
do. Bob Weinheimer noted that this has been dis-
cussed at the national level but no action has been
taken. He noted that we have the ability to reach out
to members at the division level right now. Mark
Maynard suggested an incentive for renewing mem-
bership such as a free raffle ticket.

Assistant Superintendent Report
Sam Delauter mentioned that he has been trying to
do something that is model railroad every day. Spend-
ing 15 minutes on a project can yield progress before
you know it. He is keeping a journal on his work this
year with inspiration from his grandmother.

Newsletter - Up the Holler
Bob Weinheimer noted that the Gary Burdette Mod-
eling Challenge provided lots of good bit of content
for the current newsletter. He’s always welcoming
contributions for future issues.

Achievement Program
Nothing new to report. Bob Weinheimer reported on
the rules regarding scratch-built content for merit
judging. It is a function of a percentage of the total
parts, 90 percent of the total number of parts must be

scratch made by the builder.

Library
Bill Wadsworth reported on the content available in
the members-only section at nmra.org.

Contest
Dale Osburn reported on today’s contest entries. The
entries were presented by using power point and pre-
viously submitted pictures. Voting was done by using
the private chat function in Zoom.

Clinic
Today’s clinic is a presentation by Jerry Doyle on the
construction progress on his home layout.

Membership
No report.

Raffle
No raffle today.

Education
No report.

Old Business
No report.

New Business
We will have an informal Out of the Holler Zoom

meeting this Tuesday, January 12 starting at 7:30.

Announcements
None

Future Meetings:
February 13 — Zoom

Meeting adjourned at 2:15.
Respectfully submitted,

Jerry Doyle, Division 9 Clerk




CONTEST
Dale Osburn, Contest Chair

Robert Osburn won the January contest with his N

Scale Drug Store. 2021 Monthly Model Contest
The voting using Zoom for the January meeting went -
very well. I will be keeping the log sheets while we contin- January Modeler's Choice

ue to have the Zoom meetings.

February contest will be Steam Locomotives. We
look forward to seeing everyone’s entries for the February March Locomotive Other Than Steam
meeting. Please send photos and writeups of contest en-
tries to Robert Osburn by noon the day before the meet-

ng

February [ Steam Locomotives

April Kitbashing/Scratch Built (Anything
Railroad Related)

Robert Osburn—N-Scale Heljan Drug Store May Anything Steel Related

June Non Revenue

This is the latest structure completed for my attic rail-
road. Since the building is located on hillside, a wooden | July Structures

foundation was fabricated and finished with stone-look

paper. The brick was painted mustard yellow and a black | /\U8ust Electronics of a Railroad

wash was used to tone down the yellow and highlight the September | Photo, Model or Prototype

mortar joints. Windows, doors, and stone work were
painted an olive drab and window sills painted a concrete | October Open Loads

gray. Two areas of the drug store were lit with LEDs

including a backlit store front. The roof top Rexall sign is November | Passenger Cars

from Miller Engineering. Many other details were added December | Fifth Annual Gary Burdette Memorial
to give the model a lived-in and finished look. Modeling Challenge

TLLL
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Larry Richards
Watchmakers Vehicle

1934 Ford School Bus Kit.

Modified to represent a traveling watch-
makers repair vehicle.

Body and roof shortened.
New floor fabricated.
1940 Ford V8 motor added.

Tow rope and chain added to front bumper.

Complete interior with stove, workbench,
and bed.
Lettering was done one letter at a time.

James Moon
Pullman Heavy Weight Observation Car

e  Built from a Walther’s circa 1970’s kit.

e Fully detailed interior from scratch us-
ing cardstock and Walther’s car furni-
ture details.

e Roof was shaped from milled roof
stock with metal roof coping added.

e Grab irons and handrails were added.

e This car is part of a train of five cars
from the same period, all being early
Walther’s kits.

e These cars were really one step re-
moved from scratch built passenger
cars.

Sam Delauter
Resin Flat Car with Load

For those who were in attendance at the Septem-
ber 2020 meeting, this car may look familiar. This
was the car that | built and documented in the clinic
that month. The car is a resin kit made by Funaro
and Camerlengo. The kit is a craftsman kit and had
to have the many pieces of the kit not only cut from
a resin sheet, all of the pieces had to be filed and fit
before assembly. All parts and grab irons are
made to fit and installed. Once assembled was
complete, it was painted with Tru-color Paint Iron
Oxide and weathered with chalks. Since it is a con-
tainer car, all five containers and the car itself were
weathered separately. Kadee trucks and Kadee 58
couplers completed the car.




BUDGET VEHICLES FOR YOUR LAYOUT
Jerry Doyle

The HO vehicle market is thriving these days. De-
tailed vehicles from many eras are available but often cost
upwards of $20 or more. While these are a great choice,
they can get pricy if you have to put many on your layout.
A great alternative is available in the form of what many
of us remember from our childhoods, the humble Match-
box car. These days the Matchbox brand is owned by
Mattel (along with their former competitor Hot Wheels)  *
and is available at most retail locations for around $1 each. | -2
Picking good vehicles for HO takes a discerning eye how-
ever, not many Matchbox models are HO scale. Match- [
box chooses the scale of each vehicle so that they all are
about the same size. This means an Austin Mini and
Oldsmobile Vista Cruiser station wagon are about the
same size but are drastically different scales. This isn’t an
issue for HO modelers when looking at larger light com-
mercial trucks though. Here are a few examples of ones = S TAS -
that make good layout-quality vehicles with just a bit of Porta Potty Hauler
detailing. Matchbox typically releases a new batch of vehi- _ . o
cles every few weeks so there’s a steady supply of new This one gomesldecorate.d for the “Poop King” porta
vatiations and new models to choose from. Often Match- POty service. ltis styled like an Isuzu NPR truck from
box omits painting common details such as headlights and 2008'%02.1 _bUt ?nly general!y, what Matchbox refers to
taillights to keep costs down so an easy step is to paint as an Original.” It comes W't_h a load of two porta polt—
these with a small brush. Also, the wheels will usually ~ {ieS that can be removed. This is probably a good price
need repainted (they are often chrome). While these for these alone if you threw the truck away!
probably aren’t models you’d put front and center on your
layout they do a job of filling in the need for background
vehicles well. The assortment featured here cost less than
$10, definitely easier on the layout budget.

=
Dasa
BN

1 ‘31‘

A

Dumpster Hauler
. ‘ This vehicle isn’t a model of any specific truck, thus
. avoiding licensing issues. Therefore, its styling is non-
descript but looks like a typical one-ton truck from the
80’s or 90’s. It's used to deliver dumpsters but not emp-
4 ty them, what Matchbox calls a “Garbage Scout.” For
this one | repainted the rear section a dark gray and
Animal Protection Unit weathered the dumpster (which is a separate part).

This one is a licensed model of a 2017-2021 Ford F-
250. The bed is molded in silver plastic but has a fair
amount of detail that can be fleshed out with a wash of
dark gray. The light bar comes molded in blue (the
color of the windshield) so | painted it with Tamiya
transparent orange.




TRAIN BOARDS NEED A NEW HOME
Woody Mitchell

I've been waiting for the chance to visit the club at
Coonskin with the intent of finding a home (free) for
some train boards I made many years ago for the family
Christmas layout. Now I'm getting impatient to move
these out of the garage.

Do you know anyone who might care to have these?

There are two boards; curbed on three sides; each
one (outside dimensions) 57" w x 54.5" long. When
combined: 109" long. Thete are no holes in the surface
and all exposed surfaces are painted as you see; sturdily
built; will tolerate frequent moves. Might serve other
purposes for the right person.

I also have a sheet of 4x8 hardboard peg board and
4' x 4' peg board with attached, green painted frame I'm
looking to give away.

(If interested, send a note to the editor who will put
you in contact with Woody.)
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nmfQ PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

.Org

Q NMRA members can log in and click on the Benefits tab to view
the NMRA Partnership Program. Please patronize all of our
partners for some fantastic discounts as an NMRA member!

Bear Creek Model
Railroad, LLC

CatzPaw Innovations

Clever Models, LLC

CMR Products, LLC

Daylight Sales (Merchandise)

Deepwoods Software

Deluxe Materials

Digikeijs

East Coast Circuits

Gatorfoam

Great Decals!

Green Frog Productions

Hot Wire Foam Factory

K.1.S.S. Method, Inc.

LaBelle Woodworking Co.

LARC Products

Nov 2020

Logic Rail Technologies
Micro-Mark

Mine Mount Models
Miniprints

MinuteMan Scale Models
Model Railroad Benchwork
Model Train Catalogue
Modelers Decals & Paint
Motrak Models

MRC (Model Rectifier Corp)
Nick and Nora Designs
NScale Works by Mike Holly
Old West Scenery

Ram Track

RR-CirKits

Rusty Stumps ***
Scale Model Plans

Scalecoat Paint

Scenery Solutions

Showcase Miniatures

Team Track Models

The N Scale Architech

The Old Depot Gallery

Tichy Train Group

Train Installations, LLC

Train Show, Inc.

TSG Multimedia ***

Trainmasters TV/Model
Railroad Hobbyist Store

UGEARS

Unreal Details

USA Airbrush Supply/
Badger Airbrush

WiFi Model Railroad, LLC

[ New Partners in RED *** ]

Improve your
modeling with
a few sheets of
paper.
That's exactly what happens when you

participate in the National Model Railroad
Association’s Achievement Program. One Merit

ODEL
- "A:z?cn; L O . CHATTANGOGA
&
o PHONE:
e parson whose

o tages of
o iients it
¥

Membership
number

23456 00
' Bob R. Kabuse

Member

CIATION®
TN 37421
23) 690-4869

RAILROAD ASSO

The best
gift card
you'll
ever give.

(Or receive!)

LL -l 3
“23) 802-2846 FAX: (&

anown a5

n e

e 5.
NRA 90 55 6
o o 16 N e

Expiration
date

01/08/12

since: 01/08/11

Award here, another there, and pretty soon
you're on your way to becoming a Master
Model Railroader. All the while learning and
having a ton of fun.

The Achievement Program is modelers
helping modelers become better modelers
and get the most out of
their hobby. And it's yet
another benefit of NMRA
membership.

Visit www.nmra.org. —_—

Then improve your We make it even more fun.

skills. And your hobby. www.nmra.org
423-892-2846

_Aatio

C

Model A

When you give the gift of an NMRA membership, you're giving
someone a gift they can use all year long. From accessing our
online photo archives to getting special deals on books, to
attending Division and Region meets, an NMRA member has a
wealth of benefits to take advantage of.

We'll send your new member a membership card, then bill
you separately. Call HQ for details and
ordering. Allow 4 weeks for processing.

Perfect as a gift for holidays, birthdays,
graduations, Fathers Day, Mothers
Day...even Valentine’s Day!

A4
We make it even more fun.
www.nmra‘org
423-892-2846

This year, give a card they'll
treasure all year!
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Midland Atlantic
Anthony Parrish, C£0
tony765@aol.com

DAN
a3

danr

NORFOLK AND WESTERN

I'IPESTEM IIASEMENT
I MIVISTON (T10)

AMULHEARN
OB HEE-1 55
mulhearni pmail com

CRUSTY
MOUNTAIN
AND
WILOBY
SPRINGS R.R.

Mark Maynard, President
Portsmouth, OH

Jerry Doyle, President
Barboursville, WV

CRESCENT VALLEY

ENNSYLVANIA
&S OoUTHERN

Bob Weinheimer, President
398 Mount View Drive Charleston, WV 25314
www.pennsylvaniasouthern.com

THREE ARROWS
RAILROAD

Tony Puccini, President
6 Garwood Drive Huntington, WV 25705
puccinibaj@hotmail.com

@mw/&mvgﬂu&m

R Assistant Superintendent
Chesapeake, OH

!

274 S. Wye Rd., Wytheville, VA 24382
tharris@va.net

LAKESIDE LINES RAILROAD
Thomas K. Harris, President and CEO

(276)620-3493
www.lakesidelines.com

SHAMOKIN DIVISION

DENNIS MCGEENEY ROAD FOREMAN
SUMMERSVILLE, WV

304-872-T262

Gary Burde
Point

R
HINTON DIVISION

tte - Superintendent
Pleasant WV

WM:

WESTERN MARYLAND RAIIWAY

THOMAS SUBDIVISION

RUSSEL MILLER - SUPERINTENDENT
RUSSEL22@MSN.COM

afew tons at a time

NEW RIVER GORGE
SUBDIVISION

Clint Foslar Suparintandam
Rencavarta WY

Alleghany & New River Road

An Appalachian Coal Hauling Railroad set in the 50's

Bringing a little bit of West Virginia to'the rest of America

John Harris, Chief Engineer

AandNRR@aol.com

West Virginia & Atlantic Railroad

A

V/// |
Il
JAM

www.dewv.edu/center-railway-tourism

Davis&Elkins College

LEADING THE WAY

J r”




ROBERT WEINHEIMER MMR
398 MOUNT VIEW DR
CHARLESTON WV
25314-1041

If you received this news-
letter via the US Postal
Service and have an email
address, please let us
know so we can save
printing and postage
costs. Send a note to
editor@coaldivision.org
to get onto the email dis-
tribution list for Up The
Holler.

Upcoming Coal Division Events

February 13
Virtual

March 13
Virtual

April 10
Virtual



