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Tygart Valley Flyer motive power.  Photo by John Harris 
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FROM THE HEAD OF THE HOLLER  
Dan Mulhearn, Superintendent 

The poet said òThere isnõt a train I wouldnõt take, no matter where itõs goingó.  
I totally agree with that sentiment.  When I was 12 and 13 years old I used to take 
the bus into Jamaica, NY and ride the subway.  I knew all the places where to 
transfer without buying a new token.  From Pelham Bay in the Bronx, through 
Manhattan, and into Brooklyn and Queens I rode all day, of course in the first car, 
standing at the front window pretending to be the motorman.  Sometimes the 
motorman would have the door to his compartment open and he would tell about 
his job and show me the controls worked.  So, I am inveterate train rider.  I always 
remember Gary Burdette saying he never met a train he didnõt like, I totally agree.  
Now, riding with friends in a 1926 vintage parlor car through the beautiful country 
along the Shavers Fork of the Cheat River was a high point.  Division 9, on June 8 
did just that.  It was a long but wonderful day.  I really appreciate the work John 
Harris did in arranging that outing.  Thanks, John. 

Our upcoming July meeting is back at home base in St. Albans.  At least 3 of 
us will be in Salt Lake City that day enjoying the NMRA National Convention.  
Iõm sure Bob Osburn will conduct a great meeting and there will be a contest, raf-
fle and clinic.  Iõm looking forward to seeing you all at our August event/picnic.  
After that is September is Portsmouth and Mark Maynardõs hospitality. Will the 
new remote tower be functional?  Knowing Mark I bet so.  (see page 9é) 

Norfolk Southern has fallen to the lure of precision scheduled railroading 
(PSR).  Supposedly the concept of fewer but heavier trains will mean fewer crew 
starts and better equipment utilization.  Just ask the shippers how that is working 
out.  Coming home from a doctor visit in Bluefield, there was a westbound time 
freight on the pull in track that stretched from behind the service building to past 
the highway bridge at the east end of the yard.  The train had to be close to three 
miles long!  It has to be a nightmare to be the engineer trying to control that train 
on the steep downgrade westbound out of Bluefield.  But, you got to lower that 
operating ratio to keep Wall Street happy.  They better give a little to good service 
and maintenance lest they find themselves reregulated by congress. 
My trip this year to Salt Lake City will again by Amtrak (there isnõt a train...).  I 

have had some great trips on Amtrak, some so-so, and some downright horrible.  
The good news is my good friend from Cincinnati, Bruce Knapp, will be aboard 
the same trains going out so we can enjoy the trip together. 

I have not yet started work on my T-Trak modules.  The old cat room in the 
basement has been thoroughly cleaned.  As soon as the work benches and storage 
cabinets have been moved in work will commence. 
See you all in August, Iõll bring the hot dogs. 
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304-377-1136 
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Editor 

Bob Weinheimer MMR 
editor@coaldivision.org 

 
Webmaster 

Bob Weinheimer MMR 
webmaster@coaldivision.org 

The goal of the newsletter team is to have this document reach you by email or 
snail mail at least one week prior to our meetings.  We typically start the layout 
work the Monday 12 days before the meeting.  This allows a day of review by the 
officers and a proofreader before the electronic version is issued, usually on 
Wednesday.  The paper version is mailed Thursday or Friday.  For this to happen 
reliably, we need all items for publication by that Monday 12 days prior to the 
meeting.  If we donõt get it on time we canõt print it.  Please help us give you the 
most up to date information possible. Here are the deadlines for the next few is-
sues 
  August  July 29 
  September September 2 
  October  September 30 
  November October 28 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES  
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FROM THE OFFICE DOWN THE HALL  
Bob Osburn, Assistant Superintendent 

The Chesapeake & Ohio Historical Society publishes, 
on quarterly basis, a series of softbound books.  Each 
book covers a particular C&O subject not yet addressed in 
great detail or that is too large for coverage in their maga-
zine.  The most recent book, Chesapeake & Ohio Steamboats 
and Ferries on the Ohio River written by Wendell McChord 
covers something I have often wondered about and had 
only limited knowledge of.  Mr. McChord has spent al-
most 40 years researching the unusual and unique opera-
tions the C&O once conducted on the Ohio River.  This 
recent publication was a real eye opener.  He explains in 
great detail how Huntington, W.Va. became the Ohio 
River terminal and how the C&O began using a private 
steamboat line to provide immediate through passenger 
service to Cincinnati.  He then covers the era when the rail 
connection to Cincinnati was made along the river and 
steamboats gave way to ferry boats crossing the Ohio 
River at most of the railway stations along the way.  The 
ferries, in time, were replaced with bridges being built 
across the Ohio.  The C&O actually operated a bus that 
brought passengers from the downtown ticket office in 
Portsmouth, Ohio across the bridge to the C&O depot on 
the Kentucky side of the river.  This is a very well written 
book featuring many pictures and excellent information.  
For the C&O modeler this really opens a lifetime of mod-
eling possibilities.  

Spring is a very difficult time of the year for me to 
find time for model building.  Home outdoor projects and 
maintenance issues abound.  Also, I have finally started on 
a workshop in my backyard to replace the temporary 
workshop in my garage that I used while remodeling my 
home.  The walls are up, the door and windows are in, and 
the roof has been shingled.  There is still a lot to do but at 
least now the rainy weather is not a problem and soon I 
will have a proper workshop.  I have completed the obli-
gations that have kept me from attending the last few divi-
sion meetings so now I have a clean calendar ahead.  July 
will see the return of the Company Store so bring those 
items you wish to part with.  Also I have been informed 
we may have some visitors from Jackson County, Ohio 
that are interested in becoming a part of our group.  
Please make every effort to make them feel welcome.  We 
will also be planning the Picnic on the Platform at the July 
meeting along with the other normal meeting activities. 

In closing, the more I am around the Division 9 
members and get to know you better I am always sur-
prised at how diverse we are.  As I was writing about the 
C&O Historical Society I was wondering how many of 
you belong to special interest groups or societies, what are 
your other hobbies, or interest?  Maybe we can explore 
this during the MADD session and learn a little more 
about each other.  See you at the July meeting!  

MONTHLY MODEL CONTEST  
2019 SCHEDULE 

January  Modelerõs Choice 
February  Steam Locomotives 
March  Locomotives Other Than Steam 
April  Cabooses 
May  Anything Steel Related 
June  Non Revenue Except Cabooses 
July  Structures 

August  Freight Cars 
September Photo, Model or Prototype 
October Open Loads (flats, gondolas, hoppers) 
November Passenger Cars 
December Third Annual Gary Burdette Memorial 

Modeling Challenge.  Details and kick 
off in October 

The July clinic will be on Helicon Focus by Tom Harris which 
will coincide with his article of the same topic in this issue starting 
on page 11 of the electronic version.  Clinics until the end of the year 
have been scheduled, see the list of clinics in the column to the right. 
 
 

July  Helicon Focus 
August  Painting Clouds 
September  no clinic 
October  Headend Equipment 
November  no clinic 
December  Square Foot Challenge 

CLINICS  
Sam Delauter, Clinic Chair 
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Saturday July 13, 2019 
 
12:00 - Depot open 

Set up and view MADD displays related to structures 
View contest entries, contest is structures 
Buy raffle tickets, etc. 
Socialize 

 
1:00 - Superintendentõs Briefing 
 
1:30 - Raffle, Contest Results 
 
2:00 - Clinic:  Tom Harris will tell us about Helicon Focus 
 

Post Meeting:  T-Trak participants will gather for their 
monthly updates. 

Coal Division 

 Monthly Railfun Event 

òStructuresó 

CONTEST 
Dale Osburn 

There was no contest for the month of June due to 
the train excursion.  July contest is Structures which can 
be in many forms from laser-cut kits, Hydrocal kits, plastic 
kits, or scratch-built.  Looking ahead, August will be 
Freight Cars. 

Please remember a short description of your model-
ing efforts is required so that members can appreciate all 
the work put into your project. 
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Passenger Manifest 
John Harris, Membership Manager 

The Coal Division Rail Fan trip on June 8th was a 
success. 14 members and guests made it to Elkins to take 
the Durbin and Greenbrierõs Tygart Valley Flyer to Upper 
Falls of the Cheat River.  

The train departed on schedule from the Depot with 
matched Western Maryland FP7s pushing the consist of 
our 1926 era Parlor Car and 5 additional vintage light 
weight cars past the ruins of the 13 stall roundhouse and 
crossing over the Tygart River on a through truss bridge.  
After passing thru the wye and crossing over onto the 
main, we headed east out of town.  Generally following 
US Rt 33, we crossed under Kellyõs Mountain through an 
1800 ft. òSó curved tunnel on our way to Bowden.  There, 
we turned south, leaving Rt 33 and headed upstream to-
ward Bemis.  Traveling thru a narrower section of the 
Shavers Fork, the line provided shipping for some coal 
mines, but primarily served as an outlet for timber opera-
tions thru the heart of the West Virginia hardwood for-
ests.  Remnants of former lumber camps and timbering 
operations were evident all the way up the mountain. 

One interesting land mark was the plate girder High 
Bridge crossing of Shavers Fork, approximately 2 miles 
out of Bemis.  Just before the bridge, a former branch line 
came off the line to the right following a sweeping curve 
on the west bank of the river and then crossed the river 

on a curved deck bridge, which then crossed the main at 
grade on a perpendicular crossing and headed along West 
Fork on the way to Durbin.  

Another highlight was the run around maneuver near 
our destination.  Here, the brakes were set and the FP 
units uncoupled and headed up the line to a turnout, ran 
around the train on the siding, and recoupled at the rear.  
They then shoved the consist ¾ of a mile or so to the 
falls.  Interestingly, we stopped short of the on grade plat-
form as just ahead was a 31 degree curve, too tight to al-
low the 3 axle trucks of our Parlor Car to make the turn.  
Tom Harris did some quick calculations and determined 
this was equivalent to a 26 inch radius turn in HO, show-
ing that many of our model railroad curves are actually 
quite prototypical.  Following a 20 minute stop to observe 
the Falls and throw a few rocks in the river, we headed 
back down the tracks and return to Elkins.  

The weather was nice and the rains that threatened 
held off until the drive home.  The only disappointment 
was the food.  Cold cuts, make you own deli style sand-
wiches was the feature and dessert was choice of choco-
late cake or unbaked strawberry rhubarb pie.  Otherwise, 
it was a great outing and I believe everyone had a good 
time. 

A Prototype for Almost Anything 
Bob Weinheimer 

As John Harris noted above, the New Tygart Flyer 
could go no farther than this curve.  We were told it is a 31 
degree curve.  Railroads donõt have the luxury of locating 
the center of a curve and drawing a line like modelers often 
do.  Instead, they use some tricks of trigonometry to make 
things happen.   

Tom Harris wrote an article that appeared in the Octo-
ber 2016 issue of the NMRA Magazine describing this pro-
cess.  After returning home from the train trip, he did some 
calculations and reported that a 31 degree curve is equiva-
lent to an N scale curve of 14.0 inch radius, an HO scale 
radius of 25.8 inches, and an O scale radius of 41.8 inches.  
To put this in perspective, the tightest curve on my Penn-
sylvania Southern has a radius of about 24 inches, it is just 
north of Washington.  Itõs somewhat hidden so you donõt 
see just how tight it is. 
The Durbin and Greenbrierõs other train, the Cheat 

Mountain Salamander, apparently uses cars with a shorter 
wheelbase that can go around this curve.  Indeed, I have 
ridden that train around it.  While studying the photo, look 
carefully and you will see that it is welded rail!  It seems 
CSX upgraded the line shortly before abandonment. 

The next time you design a tight curve, just remember 
that there is a prototype for almost anything. 
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Overall view of the station and our 
train prior to departure.  Photo by 
Herb Parsons. 

Most of our group prior to depar-
ture.  Photo by Sherry Osburn 

Outside shot of the parlor car we 
rode in.  Photo by John Harris 
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Interior of the 
parlor car.  Photo 
by John Harris 

Abandoned curved deck 
girder bridge.  Photo by 
John Harris 
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 Above is High Bridge, it is about 90 feet above the river.  Below we see the 
High Falls of the Cheat River.  Both photos by John Harris. 


