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Stardust Drive-In Theater
Robert Osburn

Coal Di vi si on me mbrakdisplByownreBest of Show in th@ndcks
module contest at the recent Mid Central Region convention. Congratulations to Rot
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FROM THE HEAD OF THE HOLLER
Dan Mulhearn, Superintendent

All I can say is wow! | have just arrived home from our Regional Con
and what a great event it was. Our Division was represented by several
and two wives also attended. Division 9 was well represented in the conts

ention,
nembers
pSt room

in several categories. Several merit awards were earned, Bob Osbmakvg
Best of Show for his drive in theater module, and Herb Parsons won first

nT
lace in

the black and white photo contest. The venue, the Holiday Inn at Boardmgan, OH,
was freshly remodeled and offered excellent and plentiful food at very reagsonable
prices. The event was very well run by our host, MCR Division 1. | volunteered
in the contest room and everything ran smoothly. Some beautiful work was on

di spl ay. Next year ds Wi

by our newest Division, Division 12, at Erie, PA.

Regi onal

'l be h

| reported to the Region board of directors that my biggest ongoing dgsire is
to ramp up your, and my, participation in the Achievement Program. | knqw there
are those of you who have done everything needed to earn one or more gertifi-

cates. | f the AP doesnodot fl oat

ylour

boa

you back is the paperwork, we will certainly work with you on that. Our AP Chair,

Bob Weinheimer is always willing to travel to judge your work. You built t
model, the layout, you took the picture, you wrote the article, you voluntee
time. Why not gain recognition for it? As | begin my last year serving as \

Superintendent, it is my goal to stir us all up to more action in the AP ared.

This month wild see us in Parke
forward to good food, good friends, and good modeling. | hope to see yo
Also coming closer is our combined meeting and outing on the tourist trai
Elkins. |realize it is a long trip for many of us. Why not consider a little m
vacation?

I am all signed up for the NMRA National at Salt Lake City. Being a g
for punishment, I am booked on
yeards Kansas City disaster. Tr u
distance driving and am allergic to planes. | am looking forward to one m
oway out westo. See you at Par ke
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINES

The goal of the newsletter team is to have this document reach you b
or snail mail at least one week prior to our meetings. We typically start th
work the Monday 12 days before the meeting. This allows a day of reviey
officers and a proofreader before the electronic version is issued, usually
Wednesday. The paper version is mailed Thursday or Friday. For this to
reliably, we need all items for publication by that Monday 12 days prior to
meeting. I f we dondt get it on t
most up to date information possible. Here are the deadlines for the next f
sues

June

July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February

May 27

June 24

July 29
September 2
September 30
October 28
December 2
December 18
January 20
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FROM THE OFFICE DOWN THE HALL
Bob Osburn, Assistant Superintendent

This was the first time my wife and | had attended a Now for T-Trak. Setp time started early Thursday
Regi onal <convention. | nubinidgn Astl stdted before vinbted staff hadsélzex ple ct and
was a little apprehensive at attending. | must say | waseded tables according to directions from the MCR| T
really impressed. Boardman, Ohio is really a very nicErakdRegional Coordinator Bruce DeMaeyer. The mfain
busy community. Located south of Youngstown, ithasper at i ons were control | ed throc
everything you could imagine: plenty of sites to see, egtiadigitrax DCC system with JMRI so you could use
establishments galore, and shopping opportunities oryour cell phone for operations. A new experimental elec-
every corner! The Boardman Holiday Inn was an exdeieal buss system was the first thing to be arranged pn the
lent site for the convention: very clean, excellent foodables. This buss system allowed for the use of a blpck
and lots of room for hosting the convention. The staffletection system and a 12VDC supply for module ag¢ces-
was very helpful and polite. sories. Next came the modules. A table had begn get

My adventures started Wednesday evening on ouo register each module. You could enter it for displgy
arrival. The first person | saw was Bob Weinheimer, dily or to be a judged module. Module judging folloyved
recting the hotel staff on leveling the tables needed farritezia from the NMRA Scenery AP. After registratign,
T-Trak layout in the main ballroom. The tables were #re modules moved to another area for height adjus
ranged in an OEO6 f ashi onmeasts Asohe maduiegs warecaddpd tatie layoot@ogarding d = wii
black tablecloths, and ready for the arrival of modulego a predetermined plan, additional adjustments werg
Division 1 was busy unloading theiTfdk and HO Scalenade to ensure matching height and electricalipsok
portable layout so | decided to pitcland help, figuring were made. A total of 68 modules completed the layout
that would be a good way to introduce myself and getitith modules representing 9 of the 12 MCR Divisiong.
know some of their members. They were very recepthgfor Division 9; Sam Delauter contributed 2 modulgs,
to my help and friendships were made. Herb Parsons 1, Bob Weinheimer 2, Dale Osburn 1,|Jand

As stated before, | had never attended a Regionaine 3. During the process of getting everything opergtion-
convention and didndt k nahsemendswes aroseo Thes xvasehe first time Jomelof thee x t
morning | found myself at the conference registrationmodules had been run as a layout so incorrect wiring, dirty
desk. A very nice packet of information was presentedattk, and bad rail jointers were occasionally encourtered.
us and | was really impressed with the Time Table pullasi-of these problems were solved and by early affer-
tion. This was a wealth of information and led to onemdon trains were running. Some issues with the blogk
the most enjoyable parts of the convention for me, theletection system were encountered and will be addressed
clinics. Clinics were almost rstap through the convenin the future, but the concept worked. The efforts th
tion and | really enjoyed and learned a lot from the MCR made to complete an operatiAfrdk layout at th
presentations. | had not signgafor any of the layout convention was a great success and the future lookq good
tours, operating sessions, or tours, not knowing exacfigr T-Trak. In closing, | would like to thank the members
what to expect (next c¢ o novBavisioni9donthelr Gatti¢ipatiorein thebfak @rogpanpe par e d)
My wife and | both had an excellent experience and vemadope to see more modules completed within th
like to thank Division 1 for their hospitality. group.

MONTHLY MODEL CONTEST
2019 SCHEDULE

January Model er 8s Choi c e August Freight Cars

February Steam Locomotives September Photo, Model or Prototype

March Locomotives Other Than Steam October Open Loads (flats, gondolas, hoppefs)
April Cabooses November Passenger Cars

May Anything Steel Related December Third Annual Gary Burdette Memorial

June Non Revenue Except Cabooses Modeling Challenge. Details and ki¢k

July Structures off in October




9:00

12200 Lunch at Dave Stou
Bir

Contest: Anything Steel (cars, structures,

1:00

2:00

Coal Division
Monthly Railfun Event
oSt eel S

Saturday May 18 2019

Layouts Open

Superintendent 0s

whatever)

(Approximate) head to Mid-Ohio Valley
Model Railroad Club open house

See page 5 for map and directions.

The meeting this month will be held by our gracipday. The MOVRC has built quite a few nice layouts|in

CLINICS
Sam Delauter, Clinic Chair

month. In place of the clinic, we will have the opportuni- We still need clinics for the July and October melet-
ty to visit two of our members layouts. The Mid Ohigings. Let me know if you have a clinic that you would like
Valley Model Railroad Club will be open to the publi¢ thafive at either of those meetings.

hosts in Parkersburg, thus there will not be a clinic tjl';\any scales. The MOVRC has something for everypne.

ng
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STEEL IS KING!

Thereds plenty of |[steel mi
Parkersburg on May"1,82019 on Dave Stout
and Paul Lapointeds ||l ayout s

Both Dave and Paul will have their steel mill
layouts open at 9:00 AM for your inspection.
Dave is at 1315 Lakeview Drive in Parkersbiirg
(see #10 on the map). Paul is at 118 Pinevigw
Estates Dr. in Waverly (number #11 on the
map). Both will have NMRA layout tour sign
leading to their houses. Call Dave at (304) 9
1209 if you need further directions.

Paul will close his layout around noon aq eve-
ryone will gather atl Daveds
lowed by the Division 9 business meeting at
1PM. The contest will be any steel related model
of any kind.

As an extra attraction, this year there is a
public open house at the Mithio Valley Mode]
Railroad Club at the rear of Noe Office Suppgly,
610 Green Street ,scdkegr ker sbu
club with large HO, N, O, and G scale layout
It was a big hit with all those that saw it last year.

Dave and Paul look forward to seeing ygu on
from Charleston the 18!

Dave suggests you bring a lawn chair, if you
have one, seating for lunch might be tight.
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CONTEST
Dale Osburn

We will be in Parkersburg, WV. for the May contest. Please remember to bring a short written descrigption
The contest is Anything Steel Related. Looking aheadatavhat it took to build your model so the members gan
June we will not be having a contest due to the railfarapjpeciate the all of the efforts involved.
that will take place.

’ Sam DeldawWidrow Maker

g caboose took firsgt place.

Y The Santa Fe had a numb

- of side door cabogoses. Th
cars were very dgngerous
received the namg of wido
er . I built the c¢daboose f
cut Robert Ray kit The k
manufactured befogre pee
stiadkhesi ve becsaoe¢ popul ar
everything had to be glue
30 grab irons werle hand a
with about 20 beilng hand

Larry Richards t.lk
pl ace with his C&Ogue

Round House (Model
C&O Caboose

Upgraded model w
ket window visors
style steps. End
scratch built wit
represent C&O typ
added and car the
coal field serviec

Tom hird his Lakeside Liphes mode!

Caboose 485 is a high end Athearn bay win@élowemaodehe of br
these It comes with a DCC decoder installed which|all ows
er lights off and on, every light is separately confrolled.
the Lakeside Lines, I really appreciate that all of]this col

So what | did have to do is not much, you should probably
move the Southern Pacif@éaceveot bayel ¢eotering s$06.1 d&ifnl did
weat hering. After that it was ready to go.




PASSENGER MANIFEST
John Harris, Membership Chair

Well, next month, Jun& & be specific, we will be The train departs at 11:30 so plan to be there by 11:00
getting ready to head to Elkins and take the Durbin aad the latest. | am planning to be there by 10:30. As|l said
Greenbrierds Tygart Val lirethe lag heywdetter, the Station is an irtesestisgtpigde bf
up and help us make this a memorable Division 9 Jurschitecture so it is worthwhile to get there early and| enjoy

meeting. | will be in Parkersburg for our May meetinghe artifacts and the building itself. The train returns

and looking to add more passengers. | will again havarthund 4:00. For those who care to hang around affer the
official sign up list and continue collecting money for tinig, there are interesting taverns and restaurants in the

trip. Cost remains $78.00 per person. ThéstBe last downtown area and food is pretty good.

day to make reservations. Additionally, if you are not abl&kemember, this is a family and friends friendly gvent.
to join us in Parkersburg and you did not sign up at Ajgolu do not need to be a Coal Division member to atfend.
This could be used at a recruitment opportunity for fliture
(AandNRR@aol.coand confirm your plans to attendmembers or just a chance to get away with friends ahd
You can still forward your check to my home addresseatnj oy t he scenery and tpe

meeting, you can contact me by email

405 Rockholly Road, Charleston, WV 25314. Make Please plan to join us.
Checks out t®urbin & Greenbrier Railroad

ti
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NMRA MCR DIVISION 9

THE COAL DIVISION

St .Albans Depot
St. Albans, WV
April 10 2019

Minutes

Meeting called to order at 1:02 pm by Superintendent@zorted that our newsletter is seen by many outsidg Divi-
Mulhearn, and he welcomed the attendees. sion 9 members.

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved as pidembership Chaé No report
lished in the newsletter.

Contest Chaid No report
Treasurer's RepadtNo report as the clerk was absent.

Raffle Chaid Tom thanked the members for their sug
Superintendent Repdrtlerry Doyle has been meeting port and continued contributions.
with the city, they are going to fix the roof and do addi-
tional painting on the station building. Also they woul®Id Busines8 None
like to have a written agreement with the club concerning
our future use of the building. No problems are anticijaiv Businesd None
ed and they are receptive to our activities.

Next Meetings
Assistant Superintendent Re@odo reportashewas May 18 at Parkersburg, Db St eel i
absent. the MidOhio Valley Model Railroad Club will have ar
open house the same day.
Region PresidedtBob Weinheimer reminded the mem-
bers about the Region Convention in Boardman, OH.June & train ride at Elkins
He also had a signup sheet for the train ride in June.
Adjournd The meeting was adjourned at 1:16
Newsletter Cha#é The last issue had a new look, and Bob

MY WORD
Bob Weinheimer, Editor

I always wait until | see what the other regular cohetel used in 2012 but with a big renovation done sifce
tributors write before preparing my column in an effortiten. This is a prime location as it across the street from
avoid duplication. Dan Mulhearn and Bob Osburn didre Wheeling and Lake Erie, former Norfolk and Western,
such a good job describing the convention that | am leftd former Pittsburgh and West Virginia Rook Yard.
with little to say. Like them, | will add my congratulatibik® Youngstown, Pittsburgh has a very rich industrigl
to Division 1 for making the time at the convention gohistory that focused on steel. There should be tours|that
very quickly. They chose a very fine venue that pleageflect that history and there are many places you cgn visit
everybody. The highlight of the convention formewasn your own i f a tour i ndt off
presenting the Directors Award to Steve Zapytowski Next on the convention circuit is Salt Lake City gnd
MMRe for his work in turning the contest into a Regiothe NMRA National convention. While Dan is going|to
operated event that works very well. take his chances with Amtrak, | plan to take several fays
At its Friday evening meeting the Mid Central Regodrive there. Part of that time will be spent on US 30
board approved a bid by Division 12 to host the 2021driving across Nebraska and Wyoming right next to {he
convention in Erie, PA. As Erie and nearby counties Union Pacific main line. | also plan a side trip into Cplo-
joined our Region only about three years ago, this wiltdo to see the new Caboose hobby shop near Denyer
our first convention in Erie. Yes, itis a long trip for scemel the Colorado Model Railroad Museum in Greeldy.
but I trust this Division will present us with a great time. But first we are off to Parkersburg to be hosted by
Letds not get ahead ofDavelStod antl Raaltapointee See yobthare! t hla
next convention is in Pittsburgh. The venue is the same

t the




2019 Rail
Festival

-A DAYTON HISTORY EXPERIENCE- at Carillon Park

y

Dayton History and Carillon Park Rail and Steam Society

are proud to present the 14th Annual Rail Festival.
Presented by the James F. Dicke Family

Additional support for educational programming is provided by The Mary H. Kittredge Fund of The Dayton Foundation

June 22 & 23

Saturday 9:30 AM - 5 PM = Sunday 11 AM - 4 PM

ADMISSION: $10/Adult (18-59) = $9/Senior (60+) » $7/Child (3-17) » Under 3 are FREE

Live steam engines » Model train displays = Historical exhibits = Railroad vendors
Free miniature train rides = Fun for all ages » Food cnd more

Sh i G'k nse' Become a Dayton History Member and you’ll get FREE access to the Rail Fest,
Member P INAKes:se 2 | along with a whole year’s worth of all that Carillon Historical Park has to offer!

s ]

1000 Carillon Blvd. = Dayton OH 45409 = 937-293-2841 = daytonhistory.org = railfestival.com
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Implementing a Remote Dispatcher

s CJ Tower the theor

s e , etic
ch the visible portion of t

a
h

Once you have implemented the wiring discussed in the last installment of this series, your
should behave in a manner that resembles p
di spatcher controlling your operations fro

patcher enjoy setting the railroads signals using a panel that resembled an old Union Switch an
chine? This signal wiring system is expandable to support those things. A couple of other prett
grades to the systemfs operation are reaso
intend to discuss achieving these improvements. Well, at least how | approached them.

Should you decide to take the plunge and go this route, a good place to start is to identify a
cation for a central dispatching panel. For the Lakeside Lines, that place was the furnace room
dle of my basement, which has a portion of the railroad wrapped around it. This puts the tower
who dispatches the visible portion of the railroad, in the train space with the other operators, yet
separated at the same time. Any spare room could work, or perhaps the dispatcher could hide
the staging yard. Even a spot beneath you layout might work out, should that be the best spaceg

Ideally, the dispatcher is unseen throughout an operating session, and his/her presence is a
on the radio. Since the dispatcher will likely be separated from the group during operations, | as
communications will be in place. Wedkdide radios suitable for this purpose are widely and econo
available.

| h ome
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