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From the Head the Holler 
By Gary J. Burdette, MMR 

 

“Model Railroading is Fun.”  This has been the motto for Model Railroader 
Magazine for many years; it should be the theme for all of us in the hobby.  In-
deed, it has been the focus for the Coal Division for quite a while. 

The recent M.A.D.D. displays have been interesting.  Bob Weinheimer 
showed us his switch-making equipment and last month entered an example in 
the contest.  I brought in my partially completed box car frame.  Bob Osburn had 
a Kevlar insulated section of rail.  As he explained how his company tested this 
device, Mark Maynard noted the insulation was fiber, then epoxy, early in his NS 
career.  The discussion which resulted from all these things was lively and inter-
esting, exactly what we hope for at a meeting. 

Contest models from Ed Keith’s modified caboose to Larry Richards’ sub-
marine, water, and island scene were distinctive.  Nathan Robinette’s auto box car 
and my caboose office were a little different.  Bob Weinheimer’s switch and Mark 
Maynard’s industrial scene really sparked comment.  Again, more conversation 
and further exploration of railroad-related topics just naturally occurred. 

Our yearly venture away from the depot to visit Parkersburg for “Steel is 
King Day” in May and our visit to the Buckeye Division, in Marion, Ohio, in 
June are both highly anticipated.  A new wrinkle will be a July trip to Bob Wein-
heimer’s Pennsylvania Southern layout.  An Elkins trip may be scheduled for Sep-
tember with our Portsmouth picnic at Mark Maynard’s in October due to possi-
ble schedule changes of those involved (more on this later).  At any rate, all this 
will be true to the previously mentioned motto. 

We have discussed (and registered some volunteers) to work on the small N-
scale display layout and build an HO switching pike for open-houses, display, and 
such.  It was noted that an original idea presented during one of the initial Divi-
sion 9 meetings was to construct a modular layout to be set up at shows and 
events.  Bob Osburn has offered us some 2 foot by 4 foot modules that together 
make 12 foot by 18 foot modular set of tables.  Should we decide that we want to 
“go public,“ a couple of members could adopt a section and build a scene.  Keep-
ing the section at members’ homes for storage would keep the depot free for oth-
er activities and not infringe on the role of the SACOMM layout. 

Keep bringing in contest projects, M.A.D.D. items, raffle donations for the 
fun of winning, and consider the possible role and/or adoption of one or more 
of the above railroads.  And…keep having fun.    

Finally, the opportunity to work on the Achievement Program Association 
Volunteer Certificate by assuming the role of clinic, contest, and/or raffle chair is 
available.  Both Paul Lapointe and Dan Mulhearn have offered to transfer duties 
to other members who may wish to earn this certificate.  Thanks, gentlemen, for 
this gesture. 
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FROM  THE OFFICE DOWN THE HALL 

Dan Mulhearn, Assistant Superintendent 

April was a good month all around starting with 
dispatching on Bob Weinheimer’s Pennsylvania South-
ern.  We had a good crew and filled the whole train 
sheet.  With spring finally making its presence known,  
our Division meeting at St. Albans was most enjoyable, 
with good weather and good fellowship.  Just yesterday 
(on or around April 17-ed.) I spent a busy and produc-
tive afternoon as east yardmaster at Bedford on Bob 
Burke’s Sandy Creek and Southern.  This layout has two 
dispatchers, one for the Sandy Creek and one for the 
Southern. Both lines are CTC dispatched with JMRI 
Panel Pro panels on three computer screens.  Both lines 
have working signals and both have the ability for the 
Dispatcher turn over control of switches to local crews 
working a particular town.  I got further down my list of 
assignments then ever before by the end of the session.  
There are 3 yardmasters at Bedford.  The west yardmas-
ter breaks down and sorts arriving trains.  He also is re-
sponsible for setting the switches and signals at CP West 
Bedford.  This is the only interlocking plant on the rail-
roads not controlled by the dispatchers.  The east yard-
master builds trains and pickups for through freights. He 
also lines the plant at East Bedford, which is not sig-
naled, for trains to and from staging. The Yardmaster 
keeps track of what we are doing and interfaces with 
both dispatchers.  When we have a train ready to depart 
Bedford the Yardmaster will push a button which will 
ring a bell on the proper dispatchers panel.  The dis-
patcher will then call on the radio for train information.  
You can tell I really enjoy operating on these two rail-
roads as I drive 105 miles one way to get to the Pennsyl-
vania Southern and 179 miles one was to get to the 
Sandy Creek and Southern. 

It was distressing to get news of Clint Foster being 
hospitalized.  We are hoping and praying for his recovery 
soon. It is unfortunate that his upcoming op session had 
to be cancelled but his health is far more important. 

The Mid-Central Region Convention at Lexington, 
KY is almost here. It seems like no time ago that it was a 
year away.  I am looking forward to seeing old friends 
and new, great layouts and great clinics.  Maybe, just 
maybe I’ll try a sip of that Kentucky sippin whiskey. I am 
sure elsewhere in this newsletter  is information on the 
convention; it is not too late to register.  (See page 6-ed) 

The schedule for N&W J 611’s return to Roanoke 
under steam has been released as well as an extensive NS 
steam excursion schedule.  I bet Tony Parrish is making 
check marks on his calendar right now! 

As always, I appreciate all our members and your 
contributions to the Division and our hobby.  If there is 
anything that needs to be done, or any feedback whether 
positive or negative please bring it to Gary Burdette or 
me.  See you along the tracks. 

CONTEST REPORT 
Paul Lapointe 

April’s Contest: 
 
The category was Modeler’s Choice. 
 
This was a popular category and there were six out-

standing entries.  Nathan Robinette had a diorama show-
ing how they used to load standard boxcars with automo-
biles by wrestling them though the doorway during the 
early days of the auto industry.  Gary Burdette brought in 
a caboose turned into a yard office mini-diorama.  Bob 
Weinheimer provided an example of a Fast-Tracks built 
turnout.  Larry Richards entry was as well done as it was 
unusual: a 1/700 scale diorama of two submarines sailing 
past an island dock!  Ed Keith had a heavily enhanced 
model of a combine-type caboose.  Mark Maynard 
brought in a three-foot long section of his layout that was 
turning into an industrial area switching puzzle! 

 
First prize went to Nathan’s diorama and second 

prize to Ed’s caboose (photo unavailable). 

 
Next Month: 

 
May’s meeting is in Parkersburg for “Steel is King” 

day.  In keeping with the theme, the contest category is 
any locomotive, rolling stock, vehicle, open load etc. 
found in or around a steel mill.  For example: ore, coke, 
or coal hoppers; scrap loads; hot metal or slag cars; open 
loads of steel products such as plates wire, or piping; 
locomotives or vehicles lettered for a steel mill. 
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Called To Order:  Superintendent Gary Burdette called 
the meeting to order at the St. Alban’s Depot at 2:01PM 
 
Introductions:  Attending members signed and intro-
duced themselves.  Guest Carl Dust introduced himself. 
 
Minutes:  On a motion by Nathan Robinette, seconded 
and approved; the minutes of the March Division meeting 
as published in the April issue of Up the Holler  were 
approved. 
 
Treasurer:  In the absence of clerk Jerry Doyle there was 
no formal treasurer’s report.  Gary Burdette stated we 
have about $9,000.00 in the bank. 
 
Superintendent’s Report:  Gary Burdette spoke on sev-
eral topics.  It was told that an NMRA Activities calendar 
is available at the NMRA.ORG web site.  Gary also point-
ed out two magazine articles, one on railroad themed res-
taurants, and his own article on Ohio Rails.  Gary encour-
aged everyone to encourage and support other organiza-
tions engaged in railroad and model railroad topics.  St. 
Albans Train Day will be May 9 & 10 and the depot will 
be open.  
 
Assistant Superintendent’s Report:  Dan Mulhearn 
encouraged feedback on his Office Down the Hall re-
marks in the newsletter. 
 
Achievement Program:  Gary Burdette presented Dan 
Mulhearn with his Model Railroad Engineer-Electrical 
Achievement Program certificate. 
 
Newsletter:  Bob Weinheimer is away, however, he re-
quests that material for the May newsletter be submitted 
one week early due to the early date of the May meeting. 
 
Clinic:  Dan Mulhearn mentioned that clinics are needed 
and new blood is very welcome.  We would be glad to 
help you develop your clinic.  Paul Lapointe volunteered 
to do a clinic in August. 
 
Raffle:  Paul Lapointe described the six lots he has for 
this month’s raffle 
 
Old Business:  none 

New Business:  On a motion by Bill Wadsworth, se-
conded and approved, the June Division 9 meeting will be 
a joint meeting with Division 6 at Marion, OH. 
 
Announcements:  Gary Burdette stated he wants to dis-
cuss with officers and members the possibility of having 
just four business meetings a year unless a need arose for a 
vote.  All other meetings would consist of “fun” activities.  
A suggestion was made by person left unnamed that Bob 
Weinheimer give us a report on the Timonium Show.   
 
Next Meeting:  May 2 (earlier than normal due to con-
flict with Mother’s Day) Steel Is King day at Parkersburg, 
WV.  Clinic will be layout visits to Dave Stout’s and Paul 
Lapointe’s layouts.  Contest will be rolling stock or loco-
motives related to the steel industry. 
 
MADD:  Bob Osburn displayed and described the manu-
facturing process for a full scale insulated rail joiner; which 
is produced by the Koppers Company at Ashland, OH.  
He mentioned Koppers also has a tie plant producing 
both wood and concrete ties at Portsmouth, OH.  Mark 
Maynard showed the new industrial area which he is con-
structing and to be installed on his layout to enhance the 
switching district.  Nathan Robinette distributed some 
Hocking Valley brochures.  Gary Burdette displayed an 
unfinished very large scale wooden box car kit. 
 
Adjournment:   On a motion  by Nathan Robinette, se-
conded and approved, the business meeting was ad-
journed at 2:53PM. 
 
Clinic:  Gary Burdette spoke on various car forwarding 
systems and operating systems including systems by Frank 
Ellison from back in the 50s, Bob Weinheimer’s computer 
generated switch lists, and various commercial and free-
ware software systems. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dan Mulhearn, acting clerk  
 
The contest and raffle followed the business meeting.  The 
raffle brought in $58.  The contest was Modeler’s Choice 
and Nathan Robinette’s automobile boxcar unloading 
scene won first place. 

NMRA MCR DIVISION 9 
THE COAL DIVISION 

April 11 2014 
Minutes 
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STEEL IS KING! 
 

Join us for the May 2 meeting in Parkersburg 
hosted by Dave Stout and Paul Lapointe. 

 
Both Dave and Paul will have their layouts 

open at 10 AM for your inspection.  Dave is at 1315 
Lakeview Drive in Parkersburg while Paul is at 118 
Pineview Estates in Waverly.  See the map, both will 
have layout tour signs in front of their homes. 

 
Paul will close his layout around noon so every-

one can get to Dave’s for lunch.  Lunch starts 
around 12:30 with the business meeting starting at 2.  
The contest will follow the “Steel is King” day 
theme.   The contest entry can be any car or locomo-
tive that would be found in a steel mill.  See Paul’s 
contest column on page 2 for details. 

 
After the meeting Paul will reopen his layout 

and host visitors until about 5 PM. 
 
We hope you can make it to Parkersburg.  In 

particular, this meeting is relatively close to members 
in the Athens, Ohio area and much closer than 
Charleston and Huntington for those in the Buck-
hannon, Weston, and Elkins areas of West Virginia.  
Come on over for lunch, a couple of great layouts, 
and lots of socializing. 

 
Finally, Dave suggests that you bring a lawn 

chair if you have one, seating for lunch might be 
tight. 

Exit 179 
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The goal of the newsletter team is to have this docu-
ment reach you by email or snail mail at least one week 
prior to our meetings.  We typically do the layout work 
the Wednesday 10 days before the meeting with distribu-
tion Thursday or Friday.  For this to happen reliably, we 
need all items for publication by the Monday 12 days 
prior to the meeting.  If we don’t get it on time we can’t 
print it.  Please help us give you the most up to date in-
formation possible. Here are the deadlines for the next 
few issues. 
  June June 1 
  July June 29 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 

RAFFLE REPORT 
Paul Lapointe 

With the Division back at the Depot in April, the 
raffle took in $58, a very good amount especially consid-
ering the sparse attendance!  Thanks again to our gener-
ous members! 

We’re away from the Depot next month so there 
won’t be a raffle, but keep bringing in items to donate for 
the next one. 

At long last Dan Mulhearn was able to receive his 
Achievement Program certificate for Electrical Engineer.  
I was not able to be at the meeting but Paul Lapointe 
took the photo of Superintendent Gary Burdette MMR 
presenting the certificate to Dan. 

Due to the snow capped ending of our February 
meeting I have failed to note previously that Paul 
Lapointe earned and was presented with his certificate as 
an Association Volunteer at that meeting.  Alas, a photo 
is unavailable. 

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM 
Bob Weinheimer MMR 

MY WORD 
Bob Weinheimer, Editor 

It has been three short weeks since my last report, 
this issue is a week earlier than usual since our May meet-
ing is a week earlier than usual.  As Dan Mulhearn report-
ed in his column, we had a very successful operating ses-
sion April 9.  The new track in Waynesburg worked flaw-
lessly and the crews were pleased. 

I was not at the April meeting as my good friend of 
many years, Jim Rollwage, was here for a trip to the big 
train show at Timonium, MD.  I see from the meeting 
minutes that you expect a report.  Well, it’s a big place 
with lots of dealers.  Many are selling used items and 
many great deals can be had.  Others are selling new 
products and there is good competition leading once 
again to reasonable prices.  There are modular layouts, 
although not as many as I saw in January.  Nevertheless, 
there are lots of ideas to get from them.   

So, what did I get?  Well, the prize for me was at the 
white elephant sale.  As some of you know, the old Life 
Like (now Walthers) flat roof smooth sided boxcar is one 
of the Pennsylvania Southern’s standard boxcars.  I think 
there are about 35 of them on the layout.  Somebody had 
a box of 30 of these cars.  They were all gaudily decorat-
ed for various holidays, see the photo.  The selling price 
was $3 each so I bought 15 of them.  No, I do not plan 
to strip them and repaint them, I already have enough on 
the layout.  These cars have P2K trucks with metal 
wheels.  They also have very nice underframes, much 
improved over the old Life Like model.  About half the 
ones I bought have Kadee couplers.  No, I didn’t buy 
them for the bodies, just for parts.  I have some projects 
that will need trucks and the old Life Like cars will re-
ceive the underframes.  Don’t worry, I have a taker for 
the bodies so nothing will go to waste. 

Well, space is tight this month, I hope to see many 
of you in Parkersburg! 

 
 
 
The photo isn’t 

the best, it was done 
as a grab shot with 
my phone and I ap-
parently did not hold 
it very steadily.  
There are ten more 
similarly decorated.  
One just has to look 
past the paint jobs 
and note the good 
stuff below the floor 
that made these $3 
cars a very good deal. 
 



 6 

 

 

Thoroughbred Limited 2015 
2015 Mid-Central Region Convention 

May 14-17, 2015 
Lexington, Kentucky 

 

$99 Room Rate, Renovated and Updated Hotel 
Great Tours. Company Store, Clinics 

Contests, OPS, Layouts 
Bourbon Cooking, Horse Farms, Much More 

 

With NMRA President Charlie Getz as our banquet speaker, great clinics and 
tours, a super hotel facility at a great price and laid-back Southern Hospitali-
ty,  we can assure you that you’ll have a good time and return home relaxed 
but full of  enthusiasm and new ideas.  
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to bring your spouse along to enjoy our beau-
tiful city.  Lexington is both classic and contemporary; Southern yet worldly; 
elegant but approachable. Come discover an extraordinary cuisine scene, a 
compact and vibrant downtown, thriving arts and a legendary landscape. We 
are planning some incredible events for your spouses to enjoy their stay here 
with you,  Y'all come. 
 
There's so much to enjoy and spring is so beautiful in Kentucky, you might 
want to consider taking advantage of  the hotel's low rates 3 days before and 
after the convention, and make this a family vacation in addition to the con-
vention. 

Details at thoroughbredlimited2015.yolasite.com 

http://thoroughbredlimited2015.yolasite.com/
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Now that Up The Holler is a monthly publication, your Pike Ad support is 
much more important.  If you don’t already have an ad, please consider 

buying one.  We can help with the art work if necessary. 
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Upcoming Coal Division Events 
 

 
May 2 

Steel is King 
Parkersburg, WV 

 
June 13 

Joint Meeting with Division 6 
Marion, OH 

 
July 11 

Bob Weinheimer’s Home 
Charleston, WV 

If you received this news-
letter via the US Postal 
Service and have an email 
address, please let us 
know so we can save 
printing and postage 
costs.  Send a note to 
editor@coaldivision.org 
to get onto the email dis-
tribution list for Up The 
Holler. 

           


