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Help support the cost of our newsletter.  Register your railroad today with a pike ad 
in Up The Holler.  Cost is $10 per year.  To have a pike ad created, contact the editor 
for further details.   

Up The Holler is in need of articles to fill our pages.  If you have a topic or layout you 
would like featured in our newsletter, please contact us at editor@coaldivision.org.  
We can assist with editing and photographs. 

Up The Holler is the quarterly newsletter for the NMRA Mid-Central Region, Division 9.  
Copies are free to Division 9 Members.  If you would like to receive your copy of Up 
The Holler electronically, please email the division clerk at clerk@coaldivison.org.  
Receiving your newsletter electronically not only helps control our mailing cost, it also 
enables you to view all pictures in full color.  If you would like to receive a high resolu-
tion electronic copy to print on your own, please email the editor.  Be aware the file 
can run between 5-15 megabytes in size and would not be recommended for dialup 
internet service. 

Up The Holler The Coal Divisionõs Official Newsletter 

NMRA MID-CENTRAL REGION, DIVISION 9 

Comments from the  
Head of the Holler 

By Lin Young, Superintendent 

T he old news is that Bob Wein-

heimer, our Assistant Superinten-

dent, became Master Model Railroader 

number 402 on 10/1/07.  He is commit-

ted to assist any of us who want to be a 
MMR.  To sustain that commitment he 

has been appointed Co-Chairman of our 

Achievement Program to assist Ed 

Keith.  Bob has studied and understands 

requirements for the AP Awards.  Scale 

Rails, our NMRA national publication 

will be highlighting ñThe Year of the 

MMRò in its issues this year.  Bob is 

featured in the February issue which 

should be in your hands by now.  See 

Bobôs article elsewhere in this issue for 

more on Achievement Program activity.   

Keep up the good work!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

We have been blessed with a gift of 

money by three Divisions in the Mid 

Central Region.  Division 6 (Columbus), 

Division 7 (Cincinnati) and Division 8 

(Louisville) have sent checks.  We were 

given a plethora of merchandise at the 

Mid Central Region Board of Directors 

meeting in October from various Divi-
sions to help us raise money.  All that 

merchandise has been sold at good 

profit.  We now have a respectable bal-

ance of over $1,000 to promote our 

hobby.   

We continue to have good atten-

dance at our meetings.  With just about 

60 members we have about one third of 

you at every meeting.  Dan Mulhearn, from 

Pipestem in the extreme eastern portion of 

our division (a two hour drive away), 

brought a guest last meeting.  Dan, keep 
bringing them, and you other members 

bring a guest too.   

Mid Central Region President Jerry 

Ashley and NMRA President Mike Brestel 

have had recent health problems.  Both are 

recovering nicely.  Coal Division member 

Dwight Sherman is recovering slowly from 

his recent stroke.  Please keep them in your 

prayers and thoughts.   

The Mid Central Region annual meet-

ing May 15-18, 2008 will be hosted by 

Division 4 in conjunction with the New 

York Central System Historical Society at 

Independence, OH (south of Cleveland).  

For those of you who model New York 

Centralôs Kanawha and Michigan it is a 

must attend.  You can anticipate the Super-

intendantôs quarters will have a reception 

for fellowship and libation after each dayôs 

activities.     

 

Lin 
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COAL DIVISION NEWS AND EVENTS 

Monthly Contests 

January, Cabooses 

February, Diesel Locomotives 

March, Freight Cars 

April, Passenger Cars 

May, Steam Locomotives 

June, Online Structures 

July, Offline Structures 

August, Traction 

September, Photographs 

October, Open Loads 

November, Non-revenue 

December, Modelerõs Choice 

 Monthly Meeting Schedule 
March 8th, 2008 Coal Division Meeting at West Virginia Hobby and Craft Teays Valley, WV.  Fellowship time 
and committee meetings start at 1 PM.  Business meeting at 2 PM.  The contest will be freight cars.  Greg 
McCartney will present a clinic on signals. (subject to change) 

April 5th , 2008 Coal Division Meeting at West Virginia Hobby and Craft Teays Valley, WV.  Fellowship time 
and committee meetings start at 1 PM.  Business meeting at 2 PM.  The contest will be passenger cars.   Mark 
Maynard will present a clinic on switch machine installations. 

 May 10th, 2008 Coal Division Meeting at West Virginia Hobby and Craft Teays Valley, WV.  Fellowship time 
and committee meetings start at 1 PM.  Business meeting at 2 PM.  The contest will be steam locomo-
tives.  John Harris will present a clinic on scenery techniques. 

 Events Around Our Division 

April 11th-12th, St. Albans C&O Modelers Inc. 9th Annual Hawks Nest Modelers Meet.  Held at Hawks Nest 

State Park in Ansted, WV.  See SA-COMõs web site for details.  www.sa-com.org 

May 15-18, 2008, NMRA Mid Central Region Convention, Independence, OH.  Go to http://www.div4.org/ for 

details. 

T he last few months have seen sev-

eral very well attended and inter-

esting meetings.  Our last newsletter 

came out just before the October meet-

ing.  That meeting saw a very nice clinic 
presented by Jim Rollwage from Wil-

mington, Ohio.  Jim discussed all the 

thought behind the planning for his new 

layout.  I had the dubious distinction of 

helping him toss his old layout into a 

dumpster in advance of his move from 

suburban Louisville to Wilmington.  Jim 

took this as a challenge and the new lay-

out will be better than its predecessor.  

Several of our members have had the 

opportunity to see the work in progress 

and we all agree that Jim is building one 

great layout.   

Our November meeting was held at 

the St. Albans, WV C&O depot, we 

were the guests of the Saint Albans C&O 

Modelers (SACOM).  Our clinic was a 

presentation by yours truly on the 

Achievement Program.  I did what I 

could to show the program is not as for-

midable as you might imagine.  By pass-
ing around copies of the documentation I 

submitted for the various certificates, I 

hope I was able to convince folks that 

the AP is not a writing program but truly 

a modeling achievement program. 

Our December meeting was out-

standing, so much so that member Mark 

Maynard sent the officers an email de-

scribing his delight with the day.  That 

note is printed in this newsletter.  About 

20 members attended the meeting, well 

over one third of our entire membership.   
The contest was ñModelerôs Choiceò.  

We saw all types of rolling stock as well 

as two small scenic displays.  There 

were so many models submitted that it 

took quite a while for all entries to be 

described.  The vote was tough but Gary 

Burdetteôs C&O scene came out on top.  

Gary then presented a clinic about how 

to capture the feel of the prototype on a 

layout.   

The January meeting was almost as 

good as the December meeting.  Once 

again we had a great turnout.  We had 

members from as far south as Bluefield, 

WV and as far west as Portsmouth, OH.  

The contest was cabooses.  Congratula-

tions are due to Bob Johnson for his par-

tially built O scale narrow gauge ca-

boose.  This car is being built from 

scratch board by board.  Bob had indi-

cated it was not complete and was only 
for display but the group felt, even in-

complete, it was better than anything 

else submitted and voted it the winner!  

Gary Burdette presented another clinic, 

this time on mold making. 

Our February meeting will feature a 

clinic by Ed Keith on backdrop model-

ing.  The contest will be diesel locomo-

tives.  Donôt miss the fun, come out and 

join us Saturday February 9 at Teays 

Valley Hobby and Craft.  We will have 

the room set up at 1 PM, the meeting 
will start at 2.  Come early and socialize 

prior to the meeting. 

As mentioned elsewhere, Greg 

McCartney will be earning his Associa-

tion Volunteer certificate very soon.  As 

his family is about to add another mem-

ber, Greg will be stepping down from his 

roles as Clinic and Contest Chairs.  Dan 

Mulhearn quickly agreed to step in to 

replace Greg.  Each of these jobs pays 
one point per month toward the 60 points 

needed for Association Volunteer.  If 

Dan does these jobs for the next 30 

months, he, too, will earn the AV certifi-

cate.  Greg will be staying on as Up The 

Holler editor. 

Assistant Superintendant Report 
article by Bob Weinheimer 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.div4.org/
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Achievement Program 

News 
By Bob Weinheimer, AP Co-Chair 

 

A chievement Program activity is 

continuing steadily in Division 9.  

Jerry Doyle recently had his Author cer-

tificate approved, we a hope to be able to 

present the actual certificate soon.  Jerry 
and Lin Young, have had their scenery 

work judged.  Both need only to take 

some pictures then submit the paper-

work.  Jerry and Greg McCartney are 

both very close to having all the time in 

for Association Volunteer.  Gary 

Burdetteôs structures were all judged 

prior to the January meeting, he will be 

sending in the paperwork shortly.  Jerry, 

Lin, and perhaps others have the hours in 

for Chief Dispatcher.  Again, all that is 
lacking is some paperwork.  I must stress 

again that the paperwork is not that bad.  

If that is the only thing stopping your 

submissions, please let me know and Iôll 

help you with it. 

Between the May and October MCR 

Board meetings, Division 9 members 

earned 5 certificates.  On a per member 

basis, we had the most Achievement 

Program activity of any division in the 
Mid Central Region.  The paragraph 

above indicates that there are eight or 

more certificates out there for the taking 

by various members.  I challenge those 

folks to submit their work by the middle 

of March so it can be tallied before the 

next Board meeting. 

Shelby Young has hit the ground 

running as our new Membership Chair.  

In November he raffled off a book form 

his personal library.  This generous ac-

tion netted the division something in 
excess of $30.  In more recent meetings 

Shelby has raffled off gift certificates to 

Teays Valley Hobby and Craft.   

The Mid Central Region convention 

is coming up in Cleveland in the middle 

of May.  From the looks of things, this 

will be one great convention.  I feel that 

regional conventions offer the best value 

for the dollar and cannot urge you 

strongly enough to consider attending.  
Entry forms can be found at 

www.div4.org.  If a lack of internet ac-

cess is the only thing stopping you from 

attending, let anybody know and we will 

gladly download the registration form 

for you. 

We have heard that Allen and 

Sharon McClelland will be selling their 

home near Dayton and moving into a 
retirement community.  Allen, of course, 

is the owner of the Virginian and Ohio.  

It appears there will be one last open 

house in March as part of a joint meeting 

between Divisions 3 (Dayton) and 7 

(Cincinnati).  Lin is looking into whether 

we will be welcome to invite ourselves 

to the event.  We will keep you posted. 

 O u r  w e b  s i t e , 

www.coaldivision.org, continues to be 
visited often.  Between October 1 and 

January 26, we have had 7178 visitors.  

The most popular pages are layout pho-

tos (604), schedule (594), and various 

issues of the newsletter (281 total).  Vir-

tually every file on the site gets looked at 

every month.  Fewer than 10% of the 

hits come from search engines or links 

from other sites.  I suspect that means 

the other 90% come from typing in the 

url or having it bookmarked in a 

browser.   

I want to close by thanking all of 

you who had kind words for me upon 

my designation as a Master Model Rail-

roader.  It was quite a challenge but also 

lots of fun.  I will gladly help any of you 

who participate in the Achievement Pro-

gram.  I also hope to be able to return the 

favor and congratulate many of you 

when you become Master Model Rail-

roaders. 

2008 Division Elections 
By Greg McCartney, Editor 

 

2008 is the year in which we elect a new 

Superintendent and Assistant Superin-

tendent for the 2008-2010 term.  A 

nominating committee has been formed 
and chaired by James Heilmann of Rip-

ley WV.  Other members of the commit-

tee are Bill Wadsworth of Dunbar WV 

and Ed Keith of Chesapeake Ohio.  Ac-

cording to the by-laws of Division 9, 

nominations for Superintendent and As-

sistant Superintendent will be made to 

the nominating committee by petition.  It 

is required that five members sign this 

petition.  All petitions are to be an-

nounced at the January meeting of the 

election year.  In addition, nominations 
are to be taken from the floor of the 

January meeting.  Once the nomination 

process has been closed, the election is 

to take place by mailed ballot.  The bal-

lots are to be mailed to the membership 

not less than thirty days prior to the 

March meeting.  The March meeting 

date is the deadline for accepting marked 

ballots. 

To date, the committee has not re-

ceived any petitions to nominate any 

members to the offices of Superintendent 

or Assistant Superintendent.  The floor 

was not opened up to nominations dur-

ing the January meeting.  To date, no 

nominations have been made for our two 

elected offices. 

Since we have missed some key 

deadlines on our nominating process, the 
deadlines will be extended.  We will be 

accepting nominations from the floor at 

the February general meeting.  Petitions 

will also be accepted until then.  Ballots 

will be mailed 31 days prior to the April 

meeting.  There will be an option for a 

write in candidate on the ballot.  All bal-

lots must be returned by the date indi-

cated on the ballot so they can be 

counted at the April general membership 

meeting.  Anyone having questions or 
concerns about the nominating process 

should contact Jim Heilmann for further 

information. 

Russel Miller-Superintendent 
russel22@msn.com 

Thomas Subdivision 

Pike Ad Space Available.  Cost 

is $10 a year.  See the division 
clerk or editor for details. 

Get the Division 9 logo applied 

to your shirt!!! 
Cost is $9.00 per shirt 

See Lin Young for details. 

(Asst. Super. Continued from page 2)  

http://www.div4.org
http://www.coaldivision.org
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The Chessie System and DT&I 
article by Dave Brandeberry 

 photographs by Jerry Doyle 

the town, then the Ohio River.  The Ohio 

River crossing is at the site of the Gavin 

and Kyger Creek power plants. 

Once in Ohio, the line goes west to 

Gallipolis.  There is a car ferry dock and 

a farm machinery plant at Gallipolis.  

The line continues west to Hamden, 

Ohio where it interchanges with the 

DT&I.  The Chessie line passes Miegs 

County Coal Mine No. 2 then is planned 

to head west toward Chillicothe, Ohio.  

At Chillicothe the line will serve the 

Mead Paper mill, the Union Spring fac-

tory, and a grain silo.  The line then 

heads to staging at Washington Court 

House. 

The DT&I branch serves the Heater 

Coke Company at Hamden then travels 

south to McArther, Ohio where the Pills-

bury Foods and Gem Soda companies 

are big customers.  The line then heads 

to Jackson, Ohio, site of the Apple Festi-

val.  As it happens, it is festival time and 

M y layout models the Chessie Sys-

tem and the Detroit, Toledo, and 

Ironton (DT&I) railroads.  Modelerôs 

license has been used to make improve-

ments.  The lines happen to pass through 
the towns where I grew up looking at 

trains.  The era is 1977, the year my wife 

was born.  The layout is still very much 

under construction but occupies a 26 x 

40 foot portion of the basement.  There 

will be two levels. 

The Chessie System portion of the 

layout starts at a yard representing Hunt-

ington, WV.  The line follows the Ohio 

River toward Point Pleasant.  Along the 
way it passes the Goodyear Plastics pel-

let plant.  At Point Pleasant it serves a 

cargo transfer facility that handles con-

tainers.  This industry is on the site of an 

old boat building facility that reinvented 

itself with a new business model.  At 

Point Pleasant a large steel viaduct car-

ries the line across the Kanawha River, 

the city is crowded with tourists.  The 

main shippers in Jackson are two grain 

silos, the Merillat Cabinet Company, 

Jackson Implement and Propane Gas, 

and the Jackson Iron and Steel Company 
(JISCO) mill.  My wifeôs grandfather 

worked at this mill.    He would be glad 

to see that it has expanded to include a 

new rolling mill.  From Jackson there is 

an extension to Oak Hill where the 

DT&I serves a scrap yard and a clay 

products factory.  From here it goes to 

staging. 

The layout is coming along nicely 

but, as with most layouts, there is plenty 

left to do! 

Above: JISCO Steel locomotive idles in 
front of the rolling mill at Jackson, OH. 
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Left: Gavin Power Plant 

Right: Cargo transfer facility at Point 
Pleasant, WV.  

Left: Huntington Yard in Huntington, WV. 


